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Engaging in Reading • Find important ideas • Summarize • Make notes 

2. One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main 
ideas and supporting details in note form. In the space below, organize the main ideas and 
supporting details from the selection using a graphic organizer of your choice. Represent your 
thinking using your own words where appropriate.  

 

LEVEL ONE 

Example 1 
 

 
Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Demonstrating 
Understanding 
Identifies important ideas 
and supporting details using 
both written text and 
visual/graphic features 

Limited: largely 
inaccurate and/or 
incomplete 
• some main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• key information omitted 

Partial: somewhat 
accurate  
• most main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• too much or too little 

information  

Considerable: generally 
accurate and complete  
• most main ideas 
• most relevant 

supporting details 
• appropriate amount of 

information (may be 
synthesized)  

Thorough: accurate and 
comprehensive  
• all main ideas 
• precise, well-chosen 

supporting details 
• effective amount of 

information (often 
synthesized) 

Responses require students to understand explicit and implicit information in the text. 

 
Communication Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Organizing Ideas 
Organizes information 
clearly in an appropriate  
graphic organizer  

Limited organization and 
clarity; unstructured and 
hard to follow 

Some organization and 
clarity; generally easy to 
follow 

 

Considerable 
organization and clarity; 
structured and easy to 
follow 

 

High degree of 
organization and clarity; 
highly effective  
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Engaging in Reading • Find important ideas • Summarize • Make notes 

2. One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main 
ideas and supporting details in note form. In the space below, organize the main ideas and 
supporting details from the selection using a graphic organizer of your choice. Represent your 
thinking using your own words where appropriate.  

 

LEVEL ONE 

Example 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Demonstrating 
Understanding 
Identifies important ideas 
and supporting details using 
both written text and 
visual/graphic features 

Limited: largely 
inaccurate and/or 
incomplete 
• some main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• key information omitted 

Partial: somewhat 
accurate  
• most main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• too much or too little 

information  

Considerable: generally 
accurate and complete  
• most main ideas 
• most relevant 

supporting details 
• appropriate amount of 

information (may be 
synthesized)  

Thorough: accurate and 
comprehensive  
• all main ideas 
• precise, well-chosen 

supporting details 
• effective amount of 

information (often 
synthesized) 

Responses require students to understand explicit and implicit information in the text. 

 
Communication Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Organizing Ideas 
Organizes information 
clearly in an appropriate  
graphic organizer  

Limited organization and 
clarity; unstructured and 
hard to follow 

Some organization and 
clarity; generally easy to 
follow 

 

Considerable 
organization and clarity; 
structured and easy to 
follow 

 

High degree of 
organization and clarity; 
highly effective  

 

Alternate 
energy 
projects 

Reducing 
CO2 

carbon 
offsets 

carbon 
cycle 

SUVs 

carbon 
footprint

Alternate 
energy 
projects 

sugar 
cane 

replacing 
lightbulbs planting 

trees



Ontario Comprehension Assessment—Grade 10 Exemplar: Carbon Offsets: Cop Out or Creative Solution? Question 2, Level 2 

 

Ontario Comprehension Assessment—Grade 10. Copyright © 2010 Pearson Canada Inc. 
Permission to copy granted to purchasing school. 

 

Engaging in Reading • Find important ideas • Summarize • Make notes 

2. One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main 
ideas and supporting details in note form. In the space below, organize the main ideas and 
supporting details from the selection using a graphic organizer of your choice. Represent your 
thinking using your own words where appropriate.  

 

LEVEL TWO 

Example 1 
 
Carbon offsets 

 reducing CO2 emissions elsewhere if usable to reduce one's own 
 plant trees 
 change lightbulbs 

 
How do they work? 

 planting trees 
 trees absorb CO2 + emit oxygen, holding the carbon. 
 it takes 40-50 years for trees to become useful for storing CO2 
 once the tree dies the carbon is released 

 Invest in alternative energy products 
 makes people think they can keep living the way they do and to fix it, 

just pay money to the problem 
 alternative energywind, solar, etc. 

 
 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Demonstrating 
Understanding 
Identifies important ideas 
and supporting details using 
both written text and 
visual/graphic features 

Limited: largely 
inaccurate and/or 
incomplete 
• some main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• key information omitted 

Partial: somewhat 
accurate  
• most main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• too much or too little 

information  

Considerable: generally 
accurate and complete  
• most main ideas 
• most relevant 

supporting details 
• appropriate amount of 

information (may be 
synthesized)  

Thorough: accurate and 
comprehensive  
• all main ideas 
• precise, well-chosen 

supporting details 
• effective amount of 

information (often 
synthesized) 

Responses require students to understand explicit and implicit information in the text. 

 
Communication Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Organizing Ideas 
Organizes information 
clearly in an appropriate  
graphic organizer  

Limited organization and 
clarity; unstructured and 
hard to follow 

Some organization and 
clarity; generally easy to 
follow 

 

Considerable 
organization and clarity; 
structured and easy to 
follow 

 

High degree of 
organization and clarity; 
highly effective  
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Engaging in Reading • Find important ideas • Summarize • Make notes 

2. One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main 
ideas and supporting details in note form. In the space below, organize the main ideas and 
supporting details from the selection using a graphic organizer of your choice. Represent your 
thinking using your own words where appropriate.  

 

LEVEL TWO 

Example 2 
 
 Carbon Offsets 
-people trying to minimize carbon footprint 
-carbon offsets have been created to help reduce CO2 emissions 
-can carbon offsets really work? 
 Plant Trees 
-trees absorb CO2 
-takes plants 40 or 50 years to become useful for this and trees may be killed and once that 
happens the carbon is released 
 Invest in Alternative Energy Products 
-companies have directed their money to carbon offsets to save energy  
 Carbon plus and minus 
-driving smaller vehicles (plus)/driving large vehicles (minus) 
-turning off your computer (plus)/letting it run all the time (minus) 
-using light bulbs with a small amount of watts (plus)/using with a large amount of watts 
(minus) 

 
 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Demonstrating 
Understanding 
Identifies important ideas 
and supporting details using 
both written text and 
visual/graphic features 

Limited: largely 
inaccurate and/or 
incomplete 
• some main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• key information omitted 

Partial: somewhat 
accurate  
• most main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• too much or too little 

information  

Considerable: generally 
accurate and complete  
• most main ideas 
• most relevant 

supporting details 
• appropriate amount of 

information (may be 
synthesized)  

Thorough: accurate and 
comprehensive  
• all main ideas 
• precise, well-chosen 

supporting details 
• effective amount of 

information (often 
synthesized) 

Responses require students to understand explicit and implicit information in the text. 

 
Communication Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Organizing Ideas 
Organizes information 
clearly in an appropriate  
graphic organizer  

Limited organization and 
clarity; unstructured and 
hard to follow 

Some organization and 
clarity; generally easy to 
follow 

 

Considerable 
organization and clarity; 
structured and easy to 
follow 

 

High degree of 
organization and clarity; 
highly effective  

 



Ontario Comprehension Assessment—Grade 10 Exemplar: Carbon Offsets: Cop Out or Creative Solution? Question 2, Level 2 

 

Ontario Comprehension Assessment—Grade 10. Copyright © 2010 Pearson Canada Inc. 
Permission to copy granted to purchasing school. 

Engaging in Reading • Find important ideas • Summarize • Make notes 

2. One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main 
ideas and supporting details in note form. In the space below, organize the main ideas and 
supporting details from the selection using a graphic organizer of your choice. Represent your 
thinking using your own words where appropriate.  

 

LEVEL TWO 

Example 3 
 
Main idea  carbon offsets  
   Plant trees 
   -trees absorb CO2 and emit oxygen (temporary storage vault for CO2) 
   -trees and plants are also a major part of the carbon cycle 
   Invest in Alternative energy Projects 
   -people can invest/support alternative energy, conservation programs, or 
   research and development into green technology 
   -companies have helped people direct their money to carbon offsets, (i.e. 
   companies that develop wind + solar energy) 
   Other important points 
   -The David Suzuki Foundation chose to offset carbon emissions by 
   contributing to a project that uses agricultural waste (coconut leaves and 
   sugar cane) to power a turbine that produces electricity 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Demonstrating 
Understanding 
Identifies important ideas 
and supporting details using 
both written text and 
visual/graphic features 

Limited: largely 
inaccurate and/or 
incomplete 
• some main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• key information omitted 

Partial: somewhat 
accurate  
• most main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• too much or too little 

information  

Considerable: generally 
accurate and complete  
• most main ideas 
• most relevant 

supporting details 
• appropriate amount of 

information (may be 
synthesized)  

Thorough: accurate and 
comprehensive  
• all main ideas 
• precise, well-chosen 

supporting details 
• effective amount of 

information (often 
synthesized) 

Responses require students to understand explicit and implicit information in the text. 

 
Communication Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Organizing Ideas 
Organizes information 
clearly in an appropriate  
graphic organizer  

Limited organization and 
clarity; unstructured and 
hard to follow 

Some organization and 
clarity; generally easy to 
follow 

 

Considerable 
organization and clarity; 
structured and easy to 
follow 

 

High degree of 
organization and clarity; 
highly effective  
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Engaging in Reading • Find important ideas • Summarize • Make notes 

2. One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main 
ideas and supporting details in note form. In the space below, organize the main ideas and 
supporting details from the selection using a graphic organizer of your choice. Represent your 
thinking using your own words where appropriate.  

 

LEVEL THREE 

Example 1 
 
Carbon footprint 
-Many people are trying to minimize carbon 
footprint  
-Carbon offsets have been introduce for 
people who can't avoid gas producing 
activities 
-helps people to reduce CO2 emissions 
 
Plant trees 
-trees absorb CO2, offsett carbon emissions 
-may not be the best idea because it takes 30 
to 40 years for trees to become useful to 
store CO2 

-Also the trees might die, releasing the 
carbon 

Invest in Alternative Energy Projects 
-hoping to create alternative energy sources 
-Getting more people to give money to 
research and find alternative energy sources 
Energy from Sugar Cane 
-David Suzuki found agricultural waste that 
would normally be burned in a field could 
power a turbine that produces electricity 
over 7 yrs will save 160 000 tonnes of CO2 
from entering the atmosphere! 

 
 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Demonstrating 
Understanding 
Identifies important ideas 
and supporting details using 
both written text and 
visual/graphic features 

Limited: largely 
inaccurate and/or 
incomplete 
• some main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• key information omitted 

Partial: somewhat 
accurate  
• most main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• too much or too little 

information  

Considerable: generally 
accurate and complete  
• most main ideas 
• most relevant 

supporting details 
• appropriate amount of 

information (may be 
synthesized)  

Thorough: accurate and 
comprehensive  
• all main ideas 
• precise, well-chosen 

supporting details 
• effective amount of 

information (often 
synthesized) 

Responses require students to understand explicit and implicit information in the text. 

 
Communication Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Organizing Ideas 
Organizes information 
clearly in an appropriate  
graphic organizer  

Limited organization and 
clarity; unstructured and 
hard to follow 

Some organization and 
clarity; generally easy to 
follow 

 

Considerable 
organization and clarity; 
structured and easy to 
follow 

 

High degree of 
organization and clarity; 
highly effective  
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Engaging in Reading • Find important ideas • Summarize • Make notes 

2. One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main 
ideas and supporting details in note form. In the space below, organize the main ideas and 
supporting details from the selection using a graphic organizer of your choice. Represent your 
thinking using your own words where appropriate.  

 

LEVEL THREE 

Example 2 
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-Many people seem to be taking action in minimizing their carbon footprint. 
-A new solution to reducing CO2 is carbon offsets. 
-Carbon offsets let peole and business who can't reduce their emmisions help 
reduce emissions elswhere. 
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-Trees absorb CO2 and give off oxygen 
-Rolling Stones offset their carbon footprint during one tour by planting trees. 
 HOWEVER 
-Trees take 40 - 50 years to be able to store CO2. 
-Trees could die from insects or forest fires, giving off carbon. 
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-Invest in research and development of alternative energy sources like wind, solar 
-Produce and use energy efficient replacements for everyday items like light 
bulbs 
-David Suzuki foundation created a project that used agriculturual waste to power 
a turbine to create electricity 

 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Demonstrating 
Understanding 
Identifies important ideas 
and supporting details using 
both written text and 
visual/graphic features 

Limited: largely 
inaccurate and/or 
incomplete 
• some main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• key information omitted 

Partial: somewhat 
accurate  
• most main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• too much or too little 

information  

Considerable: generally 
accurate and complete  
• most main ideas 
• most relevant 

supporting details 
• appropriate amount of 

information (may be 
synthesized)  

Thorough: accurate and 
comprehensive  
• all main ideas 
• precise, well-chosen 

supporting details 
• effective amount of 

information (often 
synthesized) 

Responses require students to understand explicit and implicit information in the text. 

Communication Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Organizing Ideas 
Organizes information 
clearly in an appropriate  
graphic organizer  

Limited organization and 
clarity; unstructured and 
hard to follow 

Some organization and 
clarity; generally easy to 
follow 

 

Considerable 
organization and clarity; 
structured and easy to 
follow 

 

High degree of 
organization and clarity; 
highly effective  
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2. One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main 
ideas and supporting details in note form. In the space below, organize the main ideas and 
supporting details from the selection using a graphic organizer of your choice. Represent your 
thinking using your own words where appropriate.  

 

LEVEL FOUR 

Example 1 
 

The Controversy over Promoting Carbon Offsets as a Solution for Cleaner Planet 
 

Pros 
 allows individuals and businesses who 
can't reduce CO2 emissions to balance the 
damage they are causing the atmosphere 

 
 celebrities and large companies who 
engage in and promote carbon offsets, 
raise awareness for the public. 

 
 Planting trees and investing in wind and 
solar energy are positive actions. 

 

Cons 
 offsets such as planting trees don't reduce 
CO2 emissions and many feel like they are 
just a way of putting off making the 
changes necessary to solve global 
warming. 

 
 Many feel it's more important to reduce 
their carbon footprint by changing their 
own ways rather than throwing money at 
the problem 

 
 trees take 40-50 years to become useful 
for storing CO2 and can die thus releasing 
stored CO2 

 

 are wind and solar energy practical in 
saving energy? 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Demonstrating 
Understanding 
Identifies important ideas 
and supporting details using 
both written text and 
visual/graphic features 

Limited: largely 
inaccurate and/or 
incomplete 
• some main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• key information omitted 

Partial: somewhat 
accurate  
• most main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• too much or too little 

information  

Considerable: generally 
accurate and complete  
• most main ideas 
• most relevant 

supporting details 
• appropriate amount of 

information (may be 
synthesized)  

Thorough: accurate and 
comprehensive  
• all main ideas 
• precise, well-chosen 

supporting details 
• effective amount of 

information (often 
synthesized) 

Responses require students to understand explicit and implicit information in the text. 

Communication Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Organizing Ideas 
Organizes information 
clearly in an appropriate  
graphic organizer  

Limited organization and 
clarity; unstructured and 
hard to follow 

Some organization and 
clarity; generally easy to 
follow 

 

Considerable 
organization and clarity; 
structured and easy to 
follow 

High degree of 
organization and clarity; 
highly effective  
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2. One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main 
ideas and supporting details in note form. In the space below, organize the main ideas and 
supporting details from the selection using a graphic organizer of your choice. Represent your 
thinking using your own words where appropriate.  

 

LEVEL FOUR 

Example 2 
 
Carbon footprint  is impact a persons actions have on the global ecosystem in relation to 
greenhouse gas emissions. (CO2). 
 
What is happening  carbon constantly circulates through the air, earth, and water. But the 
mass burning of fossil fuels has raised airbourn CO2 by over 30o. This result of too much CO2 or 
other greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere could be a significantly warmer earth. 
 
What are some ways that carbon is being 
produced? 
 trees absorb CO2 and emit oxygen into 
our air, which means they act as 
temporary storage vaults for carbon. But 
when trees are killed by things like insect 
infestations, forest fires, or unability to 
adapt, all the carbon is released. 
 one tonne of greenhouse gas emissions is 
produced by driving 2400 km in an SUV, 
running a computer for 11 600 hours or 
15 months 
 by burning wastes 

What are some ways to help reduce CO2 

emissions? Examples: 
 Carbon offsets allow people or businesses 
who can't reduce their own CO2 emissions 
to help reduce it elsewhere. 
 Companies develop wind & solar energy 
 project in India uses waste that is usually 
burned to power a turbine that produces 
electricity 
 change to driving hybrids 
 replace standard light bulbs to fluorescent 
ones. 

 
Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Demonstrating 
Understanding 
Identifies important ideas 
and supporting details using 
both written text and 
visual/graphic features 

Limited: largely 
inaccurate and/or 
incomplete 
• some main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• key information omitted 

Partial: somewhat 
accurate  
• most main ideas 
• some relevant 

supporting details 
• too much or too little 

information  

Considerable: generally 
accurate and complete  
• most main ideas 
• most relevant 

supporting details 
• appropriate amount of 

information (may be 
synthesized)  

Thorough: accurate and 
comprehensive  
• all main ideas 
• precise, well-chosen 

supporting details 
• effective amount of 

information (often 
synthesized) 

Responses require students to understand explicit and implicit information in the text. 

Communication Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Organizing Ideas 
Organizes information 
clearly in an appropriate  
graphic organizer  

Limited organization and 
clarity; unstructured and 
hard to follow 

Some organization and 
clarity; generally easy to 
follow 

 

Considerable 
organization and clarity; 
structured and easy to 
follow 

High degree of 
organization and clarity; 
highly effective  

 

 


