
 Grade level sets provide year-long phonics practice!

90 Books in 
the Series!  
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Read & Succeed

What makes our decodable books great?
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Jess and Nick have plans to go to 

a fun place.
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The kids take a tram.  They get off 

when it stops and go in.
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 ✓ Relevant and engaging stories 
 ✓ Interesting, informational texts
 ✓ Carefully aligned phonics skill practice



 See What’s Special about Decodable Books: Read & Succeed 

Text-First Options  
Practice without pictures before introducing pictures or 
illustrations that support decoding skills, build vocabulary, and 
confirm understanding of text. 
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My aunt and I get up at 

dawn to look for the hawks.
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It is cool.  We are cozy in 

wool shawls.
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My aunt and I get up at 
dawn to look for the hawks.
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It is cool.  We are cozy in 
wool shawls.

932954_9798765924242_LookHawks_8b2_IR.indd   9
932954_9798765924242_LookHawks_8b2_IR.indd   9

4/7/23   12:51 PM4/7/23   12:51 PM

Built-in Phonics Review  
Identify the text’s Phonics Focus, Phonics Review,  
High-Frequency Words, and any Challenge Words—an  
essential aspect of systematic phonics instruction!

Highly Decodable  
Encounter texts that have been carefully selected to contain 
previously taught graphemes, phonemes, and high-frequency 
words and follow common English language structures. 
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Systematic  
Introduce K–2 phonics skills in a carefully planned order with logical skill building from easy to complex, based on a systematic 
scope and sequence developed by literacy experts and aligned with the Science of Reading. 

Grade 2

4 5

Rudy is a hero who helps in 

every country on Earth.  He will 

fly to any city the moment he 

finds out people need  help.

Look, up in the sky!  What is 

it?  Is it a fly?  Is it a plane?  

No, it’s Rudy, a hero in a cape!

Grade Pre·K–K 

What a lot of bad luck.We do not like this one bit.
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Phonics Focus
Initial Blends

black

club

clutch

crash

flag

fresh

frog

glad

grab

grass

grip

plan

sketch

skill

slip

smell

snack

step

still

stop

stuff

swing

track

tram

truck

Phonics Review 
Long Vowels

bite

cone

cute

here

like

made

ride

take

Note: This is a sample of decodable words that illustrate the phonics focus.
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High-Frequency Focus
did

people

place

Challenge Words
ask

soft

won
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won
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Grade 1
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Jess and Nick go on the swings.  

They yell a lot.  People are so 

small from up here!

There are rides to go on.  But 

there are a lot of people.

Family Engagement  
Every book includes tips and techniques 
to strengthen the parent/child reading 
experience.  

20

Family Engagement 

Extend the fun and learning with your young reader!

Phonics Focus 
After reading page 2, ask your child what is similar about 
the words plans and place.  Guide them to see that they both 
start with pl.  Have your child say each letter separately and 
then practice blending the sounds.  Togther, list other words 
that start with pl.

Connection to Movement 
Have your child create three to five movements that relate 
to pages in the book.  For example, they could pretend to get 
off a tram for page 3, pretend to step on the gas for page 6, 
and pretend to whack toy frogs for page 10.

Connection to Art 
Have your child think of activities they would like to do at a 
fun place like the one Jess and Nick go to.  Have them create 
a comic strip with four panels to show the activities they 
would do.



Book Title Book # Phonics Focus High-Frequency Focus (HFW) & 
Challenge Words (CW) Genre Text-First 

Book
Page 
Count

In 1 Concepts of print: book awareness, concept of 
a letter, concept of a word HFW: in Realistic 

Fiction 12

Tam and a Mat 2

Vowel: short a
Consonants: m, t
Concepts of print: tracking text, concept of a 
sentence

HFW: a, and, I, in, see Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 16

Tam and I See It 3

Vowel: short a
Consonants: m, t
Concepts of print: tracking text, concept of a 
sentence

HFW: and, I, it, see Realistic 
Fiction 16

Pat 4
Vowel: short a
Consonants: p, s
Review Consonants: m, t

HFW: and, I Realistic 
Fiction 12

I Can Tap 5
Vowel: short a
Consonant: n
Review Consonants: p, t

HFW: can, have, I, like, to
CW: has

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 16

Sam and I 6
Vowel: short a
Consonants: n, p, s
Review Consonants: m, t

HFW: a, and, can, have, I, it, see Realistic 
Fiction 16

Tim 7

Vowel: short i
Consonants: b, g
Review Vowel: short a
Review Consonants: m, n, s, t

HFW: a, and, at, in, is, this, you Realistic 
Fiction 12

This Cat 8

Vowel: short i
Consonants: c, l
Review Vowel: short a
Review Consonants: b, f, n, p, s, t

HFW: a, at, can, he, in, is, it, like, she, 
this, we

Narrative 
Nonfiction ✔ 16

The Big Pig 9

Vowel: short i
Consonants: b, c, g, l
Review Vowel: short a
Review Consonants: f, m, n, p, s, t

HFW: a, can, in, is, see, this, we Fiction 16

The Hat 10

Vowel: short o
Consonants: h, j
Review Vowels: short a, short i
Review Consonants: b, f, s, t

HFW: for, is, the, this
CW: has

Nonfiction 12

This Pack Is on Top 11

Vowel: short o
Consonants: k, r
Digraph: ck
Review Vowel: short a, short i
Review Consonants: b, c, f, g, h, j, l, m, n, p, s, t

HFW: a, and, are, as, can, is, like, on, 
said, this, to, we Fiction ✔ 16

Pack the Pack 12

Vowel: short o
Consonants: h, j, k, r
Digraph: ck
Review Vowels: short a, short i
Review Consonants: b, c, f, g, m, n, p, t

HFW: a, and, can, he, I, in, she, the, to, 
we, you
CW: grab

Realistic 
Fiction 16

In the Muck 13

Vowel: short u
Consonants: d, y
Review Vowels: short a, short i, short o
Review Consonants: f, h, m, n, s, t
Review Digraph: ck

HFW: have, in, the, they, this, was Fiction 12

Quick 14

Vowel: short u
Consonant: w
Blend: qu
Review Vowels: short a, sort i, short o
Review Consonants: b, c, d, g, k, l, m, n, p, r, t
Review Digraph: ck

HFW: a, by, from, in, is, on, the, was Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 16

I Like to Be This Kid 15

Vowel: short u
Consonant: d
Review Vowels: Short a, short i, short o
Review Consonants: b, c, f, g, h, j, k, l, n, p, s, t
Review Digraph: ck

HFW: a, be, have, I, in, like, of, the, this, 
to, you
CW: Dad’s

Realistic 
Fiction 16

Grade PK–K, Books #1–15



Book Title Book # Phonics Focus High-Frequency Focus (HFW) & 
Challenge Words (CW) Genre Text-First 

Book
Page 
Count

The Job of a Vet 16

Vowel: short e
Consonants: v, x
Review Vowels: short a, short i, short o, short u
Review Consonants: b, c, f, j, n, p, s, t
Review Digraphs: ck

HFW: a, all, be, can, is, of, one, the, 
to, what Nonfiction 12

Zac and His Box 17

Vowel: short e
Consonants: z
Review Vowels: short a, short i, short o, short u
Review Consonants: b, c, f, g, h, j, n, p, s, t, x
Review Digraphs: ck

HFW: all, by, can, have, he, his, is, 
or, when

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 16

What Is Up? 18

Vowel: short e
Consonants: v, x
Review Vowels: short i, short o, short u
Review Consonants: b, d, f, g, h, k, m, n, p, t
Review Digraphs: ck

HFW: a, in, is, the, this, what Fiction 16

The Cat with a Kit 19

Vowel: short a, short i
Consonant: b, c, d, f, g, h, k, l, m, n, p, t, w
Digraphs: ck
Review Vowels: short e, short o, short u

HFW: a, by, can, had, in, is, it, of, one, 
she, the, to, with
CW: has, kit’s

Fiction 12

I Will Not 20

Vowel: short e, short o, short u
Consonants: b, d, h, k, n, p, t, w
Digraphs: ck
Review Vowels: short i

HFW: but, by, I, in, not, on, one, that, 
the, will, your
CW: hides

Fiction ✔ 16

Up on the Deck 21

Vowel: short a, short e, short i, short o, short u
Review Consonants: b, c, d, f, g, h, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, x, z
Digraphs: ck
Blends: qu

HFW: a, and, from, have, in, of, on, 
see, the, they, to
CW: sets

Realistic 
Fiction 16

How Do You Use 
a Map? 22

Rimes: am, an, ap, ip, it
Review Vowels: short a, short i, short o
Review Consonants: c, d, h, j, m, n, p, s, t, y

HFW: a, can, do, in, is, it, how, not, on, 
see, that, to, use, what, you

Narrative 
Nonfiction 12

If You Get a Job 23
Rimes: em, et, ob, og, op, ot
Review Vowels: short a, short e, short i, short o, short u
Review Consonants: b, c, d, f, g, h, j, l, m, n, p, s, t, w, y

HFW: a, and, be, can, do, if, like, of, 
their, this, what, will, you

Narrative 
Nonfiction ✔ 16

Yum! A Bun 24

Rimes: ug, um, un, ut
Review Vowels: short a, short e, short i, short o, short u
Review Rimes: an, ap, et, ip, it, op
Review Consonants: b, c, d, f, g, h, k, l, m, n, p, s, t, v, w, y

HFW: a, and, can, do, for, have, I, if, is, 
it, like, me, of, on, one, see, the, this, 
when, with, you

Realistic 
Fiction 16

Ape in a Cape 25

Long Vowels (silent e): long a, long i
Review Vowels: short a, short e, short i, short o, short u
Review Consonants: c, d, f, g, h, l, m, n, p, s, t, v, w, y
Review Blends: qu

HFW: a, all, an, and, are, be, can, did, 
do, for, had, have, how, I, is, not, of, 
said, she, that, the, then, this, to, was, 
what, with, you

Fiction 12

A Cob for Each of 
Them 26

Long Vowels (ee or silent e): long e, long o
Consonants: d, y
Review Vowels: long a, long i, short e, short i, short o, 
short u
Review Consonants: b, c, d, f, g, h, k, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, w
Review Digraph: ck

HFW: a, and, are, but, by, do, each, 
for, have, is, like, not, of, on, one, said, 
that, the, their, them, there, they, to, 
which, will

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 16

Cub in the Jam 27

Long Vowels (silent e): ong u as /ū/,  
long u as /yū/
Review Vowels: long a, long e, long i, short a, short e, 
short i, short o, short u
Review Consonants: b, c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, w, y
Review Digraph: ck

HFW: a, and, but, do, have, he, if, in, 
is, it, like, not, of, one, see, the, they, 
this, to, we, what, when, will, you
CW: mess, out

Realistic 
Fiction 16

What Is the Word? 28

Concepts of Print: tracking text, concept of a letter, 
concept a word, concept of a sentence
Vowels: short a, short i, short o, short u, long i
Review Consonants: b, c, d, f, g, k, m, n, p, r, s, t, w, x
Review Digraph: ck

HFW: a, be, each, for, if, is, it, not, or, 
that, the, this, were, what, will, word Fiction 12

The Pals and Their 
Pets 29

Suffixes: -s, -es
Review Vowels: short a, short e, short i, short o, short u, 
long a, long e with ee, long i
Review Consonants: b, c, d, f, g, h, k, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, v, w, x

HFW: a, all, and, are, by, each, has, 
have, in, like, not, the, their, they, to

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 16

What I Like 30

Vowels: short a, short e, short i, short o, short u, long a, 
long e, long i, long o
Suffixes: -s, -es
Review Consonants:b, c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, w, 
x, y, z
Review Digraph: ck

HFW: a, and, but, I, in, like, on, that, 
their, with, your

Realistic 
Fiction 16

Grade PK–K, Books #16–30



   
Book Title Book # Phonics Focus High-Frequency Focus (HFW) & 

Challenge Words (CW) Genre Text-First 
Book

Page 
Count

Pals 1

Vowel: short e
Review Long Vowels Silent e: babe, cute, joke, like, make, 
nine, same, time
ee: keep, see

HFW: her, him, no, so
CW: asks, nose, say

Realistic 
Fiction 16

Our Kid Gym 2
Closed Syllables: but, fun, got, hop, kid, let, lot, pal, Pop, 
run, set
Review Long Vowels: like, see, wake

HFW: also, am, go, take
CW: asks, nose, say

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

Gem and Meg  
Get Wet 3

Closed Syllables: bit, dig, duck, Gem, hat, Jag, jig, Meg, 
mud, nap, pet, quick, run, sock, top, tug, wag, yip
Consonants: v, x
Review Vowels: short i, short o, short u
Review Consonants: b, d, f, g, h, k, m, n, p, t
Review Digraphs: ck

HFW: let’s, magnet, now
CW: let’s, magnet, now

Realistic 
Fiction 20

Chats with Cats 4
Digraphs: chat, Chet, chop, dish, fish, path, shop, that, then, 
thin, this, with
Review Long Vowels: see, take

HFW: thing, where, who
CW: wash

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

Why Is Chad Mad? 5
Digraphs: bath, Chad, chat, chin, math, shed, shut, that, 
this, with
Review Long Vowels: fine, here, hide, see, take

HFW: thing, where
CW: Jan’s, put, out, wash, why

Realistic 
Fiction 20

The King Who 
Sings 6

Digraphs: bang, deck, gong, king, lung, neck, rock, sing, 
song
Trigraphs: batch, budge, edge, nudge, ridge, witch
Review Long Vowels: fine, here, hope

HFW: change, long, show, such Fiction 16

No Small Mess 7
Final Double Consonants: boss, buzz, fell, fill, fuss, huff, 
Jeff, mess, pass, puff, will, yell
Review Long Vowel: rope

HFW: call, small, tell, well
CW: free, why

Fiction ✔ 20

Moth Pals 8
Digraphs: deck, duck, luck, mess, quack, whack, will, wing
Trigraphs: catch, patch
Review Long Vowels: bite, home, pale, see, shake, weed

HFW: call, small, such, tell
CW: air, bush, Ned’s, plan, smell

Fiction 20

Fun in Class 9

Initial Blends: block, Brad, brush, class, clock, crash, drip, 
flag, frog, glad, grass, plan, skill, slug, spell, stack, step, 
swing
Review Long Vowels: here, like, see, take

HFW: did, people, place
CW: stand

Realistic 
Fiction 16

A Fun Place 10

Initial Blends: black, club, clutch, crash, flag, fresh, frog, 
glad, grab, grass, grip, plan, sketch, skill, slip, smell, snack, 
step, still, stop, stuff, swing, track, tram, truck
Review Long Vowels: bite, cone, cute, here, like, made, 
ride, take

HFW: did, people, place
CW: ask, soft, won

Realistic 
Fiction 20

Go on a Trip 11
Final Blends: ant, best, cost, drift, fast, hunt, last, lost, raft, 
rest, tent
Review Long Vowels: place, see

HFW: first, just, want, went
CW: pests

Narrative 
Nonfiction 16

What Is It? 12
Final Blends: and, drink, honk, jump, pink, pond, stomp, 
trunk
Review Long Vowels: like, make

HFW: find, think, sound
CW: can’t, roll

Nonfiction ✔ 20

The Jazz Club 13
Final Blends: and, band, blend, drift, end, fast, grand, hand, 
honk, jump, last, must, pink, stand, vest
Review Long Vowels: fine, like, place, see, side

HFW: find, help, just, sound, think, 
want

Realistic 
Fiction 20

How to Get a 
Smile 14

Long Vowels (silent e): bike, cake, frame, game, grape, 
here, kite, life, lime, race, ride, ripe, shade, smile, style, take, 
vine, whale

HFW: come, make, time, some
CW: breeze, rose, these

Nonfiction 16

I Spy 15

Open Syllables: 
Final y as /ī/: by, dry, sky, spy, try
Final Soft c: ice, mice, place, race
Final Soft g: cage, huge

HFW: many, only
CW: flying, Jake’s, skating

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

Grade 1, Books #1–15



   
Book Title Book # Phonics Focus High-Frequency Focus (HFW) & 

Challenge Words (CW) Genre Text-First 
Book

Page 
Count

Judy and Her 
Secrets 16

Open Syllables: music
Final y as /ē/: cozy, Judy, lady, tiny

HFW: another, around, because, 
over
CW: finch, pricey, secret

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

June’s Plan 17

Long Vowels (silent e): bike, grape, here, home, hope, 
joke, June, lane, like, lime, nice, nine, note, place, ride, 
safe, size, style, take, tire
Open Syllable: even

HFW: around, because, come, 
make, only, over, some, time
CW: geese, secret

Realistic 
Fiction 20

Made with Paint 18
Vowel Teams:  
Long a: braid, hay, paint, play, rainy, sail, snail, stay, train, 
waist, wait 
Long i: pie, tie, tight

HFW: down, follow, now, old Realistic 
Fiction  16

Old Joe Plants 19
Vowel Teams:  
Long o: borrow, coat, crow, fellow, grow, hoe, Joe, pillow, 
road, row, snow, soak, sow, window, woe, yellow

HFW: down, follow, now, old Realistic 
Fiction 16

The Queen’s Peas 20
Vowel Teams:  
Long e: dream, feel, keep, meal, need, pea, peek, queen, 
seem, sheet, sleep, sweet 
Long u: new, Sue, true

HFW: been, new*, three
CW: next
*phonics focus and high-frequency word

Tradional 
Literature ✔ 20

Hero the Pilot 21

Vowel Teams:  
Long a: clay, gray, nail, paint, plain 
Long e: each, east, feet, free, green, need, see, seem 
Long i: high, right 
Long o: borrow, coat, grow, road, show, yellow 
Long u: blue, crew

HFW: air, down, new, now, old
CW: crisscross, human, pilot, 
somehow

Fiction 20

Rice Farms 22
Vowel Teams:  
ar: dark, hard, jar, March 
or: form, or, short

HFW: farm, part, water
CW: fall, harvest, tall

Nonfiction 16

The Boy and  
the Storm 23

Diphthongs:  
oi, oy: boil, boy, join 
ou: cloud, couch, loud, shout

HFW: about, could, out, would
CW: enjoy

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

We Look for 
Hawks 24

Vowel Teams:  
au, aw: aunt, claw, dawn, hawk, shawl 
oo as /ū/: cool, loop, stool, swoop 
oo as /oo/: wool

HFW: know, look, too, two
CW: August, says

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

Mark and Joe 25

Vowel Teams:  
aw: draw, yawn 
oo as /ū/: moon, mood 
oo as /oo/: look
Diphthongs:  
oi: join 
ou, ow: out, how, plow
R-controlled Vowels: 
ar: art, barn, dark, march, star, yard 
or: corn, for, porch, sore

HFW: could, farm, know, look*, 
more, out*, water
CW: even, fellow, floor
*phonics focus and high-frequency word

Fiction 20

Horse Play 26

Suffixes:  
–s as /s/: drinks, eats, stomps, tricks 
–s as /z/: stands, wheels 
–es as /əz/: horses 
–ing: flying, jumping, playing, seeing

HFW: does, learning, putting, these
CW: else, good, paddock, pulling

Nonfiction 16

Pets Back in Time 27
Suffixes:  
–ed as /t/: barked, jumped, licked 
–ed as /d/: cleaned, pawed, played, yawned

HFW: asked, very, wanted
CW: cared, woofed

Nonfiction ✔ 20

What Kids Did 28

Suffixes:  
–ed as /t/: picked, packed 
–ed as /d/: cleaned, played, stayed 
–ing: fishing, planting, singing, tossing 
–s as /s/: pants 
–s as /z/: cars, jobs, kids, trains, ways 
–es as /əz/: buses, dresses

HFW: asked, does, learning, spelled, 
these, very, wanted
CW: changed, grown-ups, hired, 
screens

Nonfiction 20

Time to Cook 29 Compound Words: backpack, cannot, milkshake, 
oatmeal, pancake, popcorn, rainbow, sunlight, teacup

HFW: different, into, little, picture
CW: doghouse

Narrative 
Nonfiction 16

On the Farm 30 Compound Words: fishhook, milkshake, moonlight, 
oatmeal, outside, pancake, sunglasses, teacup

HFW: into, little
CW: cornbread, doghouse, 
hairbrush, henhouse

Realistic 
Fiction 20

Grade 1, Books #16–30



   
Book Title Book # Phonics Focus High-Frequency Focus (HFW) & 

Challenge Words (CW) Genre Text-First 
Book

Page 
Count

The Hot Day 1

More Than One Sound:  
c as /k/: cut           c as /s/: ice 
g as /g/: got           g as /j/: gel 
s as /s/: sip            s as /z/: hose 
a as /a/: dab          a as /a/: way 
e as /e/: red           e as /e/: feel 
i as /i/: bit               i as /i/: like 
o as /o/: hot           o as /o/: snow 
u as /u/: bud          u as /u/: blue

HFW: begin, cut, move, once, 
page
CW: even, wants

Realistic 
Fiction 16

The Pink Mink 2

Digraphs: chuck, huff, kick, king, luck, puff, rock, sing, toss, 
yell
Trigraphs: budge, catch, fetch, fudge
Blends: bank, mink, pink, sink, yank

HFW: along, miss, oh, song, watch
CW: piggy

Fiction ✔ 20

Phil Finds Food 3

Digraphs: bath, check, chin, dish, Phil, phone, share, shelf, 
shop, that, white, with
Silent Letters: knob, thumb, wrap
igh Teams: sigh

HFW: bath, earth, give, short, 
white
CW: full, house, open

Realistic 
Fiction 16

The Duck Ball 4

Digraphs: bath, chat, fuss, long, neck, off, shop, well, whiz
Trigraphs: fridge, match
Blends: pink, wink
Silent Letters: calf, lamb, walk, write
igh Teams: sigh, right

HFW: along, ball, give, high, miss, 
move, song, walk, watch, white, 
work, write
CW: after, pricey, rose, 
shopkeeper, something

Fiction 24

The Gruff Troll 5 Beginning Blends: block, brush, clip, cross, frog, glad, gruff, 
plan, skill, slip, smell, sniff, step, swing, trot

HFW: close, friend, group, state, 
upon
CW: friendship, frisky

Tradional 
Literature 16

The Smith’s Farm 6

Beginning Blends:  
Two Letters: bring, clap, cluck, crop, flock, fret, glad, grin, 
plot, slam, smell, snug, stem, truck, twin
Three Letters: scrub, split, sprig, squad, strong

HFW: close, friend, group, nothing, 
school, state, strong, through, visit
CW: pumpkin, someone

Realistic 
Fiction 24

Chalk Pictures 7 Final Blends: ant, bent, hand, help, jump, Kent, land, left, 
must, nest, plant, pond

HFW: best, goes, last, left, live
CW: Phil’s

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

Jeff Camps 8
Final Blends: bump, dusk, fast, hand, just, pond, raft, sand, 
sink, soft, tent, thump, vest, wind
Rule Breakers: old, find, wild

HFW: away, important, jump, 
plant, second
CW: sandbank, shore

Realistic 
Fiction 24

All about Ants 9

Long Vowels:  
Silent e: bite, cute, fire, hole, maze, safe, same, size,  
wave, white 
Final Soft c:  ice, place 
Final Soft g: huge, stage

HFW: every, life, mile, those
CW: ant’s

Nonfiction 16

Rudy, the Hero  
in a Cape 10

Open Syllables:  
broken, hero, moment, photo 
Final y as /ē/: cozy, lady, navy, Rudy 
Final y as /ī/: cry, fly, sky, why

HFW: carry, city, country, says, try
CW: it’s, jazzy, puppy

Fiction ✔ 20

Daisy’s Day 11

Vowel Teams:  
ai, ay: gray, hay, rain, snail 
ee, ea: hear, meet, read, street 
ie, igh: night, tie 
oa, ow: coat, know, own, window 
ew, ue: clue, few, flew, new

HFW: again, leave, night, own, 
seem
Figurative Language: a snail’s 
pace, hop to it, rise and shine, 
tune in, rain cats and dogs, snug 
as a bug in a rug, ride like the 
wind, fish out of water, time of 
her life, time slips by, music to my 
ears, the day flew, hit the hay

Realistic 
Fiction 16

Places Close By 12

Long Vowels:  
Silent e: case, phone, slide, type 
Soft c: nice, place 
Soft g: cage, stage
Vowel Teams:  
blue, coat, few, fight, grow, hail, hoe, keep, new, pie, seat

HFW: carry, country, easy, every, 
idea, leave, mile, night, open, own, 
read, seem, those, try
CW: pricey, spray, wash

Realistic 
Fiction 24

The Car Pool 13
R-Controlled Vowels:  
/ar/: arm, farm, hard, park, star 
/or/: more, porch, sport, storm 
/er/: curly, curry, first, fur, girl, her, Purr, surf, work

HFW: car, large, never, sir, together
CW: even, favor, nurse, our, serve

Realistic 
Fiction 16

The Fourth Chair 14

Long Vowels plus R: ear, eer: cheer, clear, dear, year, 
ure: endure
R-Controlled Vowels: 
/or/: explore, for, fourth, gourd, short, your 
/ar/: card 
/er/: her

HFW: before, care, four, near, 
world
CW: our

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

The March Fair 15

R-Controlled Vowels:  
/ar/: art, for, hard 
/er/: clerk, first, hurt 
/or/: chore, cork, fort, sore
Long Vowels plus R: are, air: chair, fare, glare, square, ear, 
eer: cheer, clear, hear, ure: secure

HFW: before, born, care, fair, hair, 
might, near, never, pair
CW: our, soon

Realistic 
Fiction 24

Grade 2, Books #1–15



Book Title Book # Phonics Focus High-Frequency Focus (HFW) & 
Challenge Words (CW) Genre Text-First 

Book
Page 
Count

In the Garden 16
Diphthongs:  
oi, oy: coin, enjoy, soil, toy, voice 
ou, ow: brow, cow, hound, loud, south

HFW: boy, girl, garden
CW: Joy’s

Fiction 16

At the Zoo 17
Vowel Teams:  
au, aw: claw, dawn, jaw, launch, yawn 
oo as /ū/: booth, food, scoop, stool 
oo as /oo/: cook, foot, good, hoof

HFW: food, foot, good
CW: Hawk’s, monkey, pause, tiger

Fiction ✔ 20

The Garden House 18

Diphthongs:  
oi, oy: enjoy, join, Joy, soil 
ou, ow: couch, now, pound, wow
Vowel Teams:  
au, aw: cause, flaw, yawn 
oo as /u/: noon, spook, tool 
oo as /oo/: hook, look, wood

HFW: cause, enough, foot, 
garden, good, house, should, wall, 
without
CW: forgot, pause, quickly

Fiction 24

Our House 19

Suffixes:  
–s as /s/: books, coats, pets, plants, sits 
–s as /z/: bags, things, times, swings, windows, waves 
–es as /əz/: dishes, fishes
Spelling Changes: flies, stories, tries

HFW: always, don’t, love, 
mountains, our
CW: worry

Realistic 
Fiction 16

I Am a Scout! 20

Suffixes:  
–ed as /t/: fished, passed, pitched, woofed 
–ed as /d/: rowed, climbed 
–ed as /əd/: planted, started, weeded 
–ing: camping, cooking, doing, farming
Spelling Changes: baking, cried, making

HFW: cried, done, heard, hundred, 
knew
CW: covered, gamer, learned

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

Best Day Ever 21

Suffixes:  
–s as /s/: bikes, thanks 
–s as /z/: arms, dreams 
–ed as /t/: sniffed, tossed 
–ed as /d/: wailed, yawned 
–ed as /əd/: strated 
–ing: going, showing, standing
Spelling Changes: dropped, giving, patted, replied, riding, 
rubbed, striped, tried

HFW: cried, don’t, door, head, 
knew, ready, really, uncle
CW: ever, pedal, ridden, slowly

Fiction 24

Make the Team 22
Compound Words: backpack, baseball, batboy, classmate, 
dugout, flashlight, ladybug, notebook, shortstop, something, 
tryouts, Westlake

HFW: after, board, book, field, light
CW: outfield

Fiction 16

Birthday Presents 23
Types of Syllables:  
Open: broken, music, robot 
Closed: happy, penny, pumpkin, Rabbit, summer, trumpet

HFW: bird, broken, piece, present, 
summer
CW: course, else, wagon

Fiction ✔ 20

Miss Missy and 
Her Circus 24 Types of Syllables:  

Consonant-le: candle, juggle, poodle, simple, sizzle, triple

HFW: example, great, next, table, 
today
CW: circus, course, else

Fiction ✔ 20

Something New 25

Compound Words: cannot, hometown, jigsaw, pathway, 
sunlight, sunset
Types of Syllables:  
Open: paper 
Closed: letter, pencil, tummy 
Consonant-le: apple, gentle, jungle, puzzle, ruffle

HFW: board, great, light, maybe, 
next, single, soon, summer, 
surprise, today, wrong
CW: desert, learn, salad, shadow, 
sure

Fiction 24

White House Pets 26

Prefixes:  
dis–: dislike, distrust 
im–: impassable, imperfect, imposible 
un–: unable, unchanged, unclear, uncommon, unfair, 
unhappy, unkind, unsafe, unscrew, untidy, unwind, unwise, 
unwrap

HFW: ble, animal, common, 
possible, president
Figurative Language: course

Nonfiction 16

Recycling with 
Kate 27

Prefix:  
re–: reappear, recycle, repaint, repay, reread, retrace
Suffix:  
–ly: quickly, slowly

HFW: agreed, appear, ever, pay, 
return
CW: recycling, simply

Realistic 
Fiction ✔ 20

Scholarly Jim 28

Prefix:  
dislike, impossible, regroup, reload, reread, restack, retrace, 
unclear, unfair, unfold, unpack, unwell, unwrap
Suffix:  
friendly, happily, kindly

HFW: able, any, appear, even, 
finally, possible, return, right, took
CW: challenge, excited, pause, 
scholarly, suddenly

Realistic 
Fiction 24

The City of Roses 29 Contractions: aren’t, hasn’t, haven’t, I’m, she’s, there’s, 
they’re, we’re HFW: can’t, didn’t, isn’t, it’s Realistic 

Fiction ✔ 20

Who Did It? 30

Syllable Stress and Schwa:  
afraid, alone, apply, aware, blossom, canyon, compete, 
complain, lemon, lettuce, moment, open, remark, secret, 
secure
Contractions: can’t, didn’t, doesn’t, don’t, he’s, I’m, it’s, 
there’s, you’re

HFW: floor, gone, happened, 
problem, sure
CW: aware, favorite, Ms., river, 
yeah

Fiction 24

Grade 2, Books #16–30


