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The human story is a huge tapestry made 
up of the countless stories of billions of 
people. It stretches back to the beginning 
of human life on Earth. Each of our lives is 
one thread in that tapestry. When we start 
to follow our own thread, it reaches back, 
further and further, to a long ago world. 
When we study the past, we are 
learning about our place in the 
human story.

The Human Story Why do we 
study the past?      

How do we 
know what we 
think we know 
about the past?

Could what we 
think we know 

be wrong or 
incomplete?

Have we found 
everything there 
is to know about 

the past?

How are we 
connected to 

the past? 

WHY 
SHOULD WE 

CARE?
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Pearson Canada is proud to present learning 
resources that demonstrate our commitment to 
honouring the histories, cultures, worldviews, and 
knowledge of Canada’s First People’s communities. 

Here are some samples of Indigenous content 
contained in the Inquiring Minds, custom social 
studies series for British Columbia. 

Inquiring Minds: The Ancient World to the 7th Century 
explores the idea that in studying the past, we can 
discover human experiences that are universal 
across time, place, and cultures. This text uses five 
themes to explore how we are all connected to 
the past. These topics (language and interactions, 
place, beliefs and worldviews, social organizations, 
and economy and trade) include Indigenous 
perspectives. Examples from First Peoples in Canada 
are included where possible. 

Historical thinking concepts—evidence, significance, 
cause and consequence, ethical judgement, continuity 
and change, and perspective—are used to explore 
content examples. ( These historical thinking concepts 
provide a specific focus to the curricular competencies.) 

Integration of First Peoples Principles of Learning 
allow students to make connections between the 
information and their own knowledge and experiences.

The Ancient 
World to the 
7th Century

 

Grade 7

For more information please contact your sales 
rep at pearsoncanada.ca/repfinder

Visit pearsoncanada.ca/inquiringminds



Humans come into contact with each other through 
trade, travel, conflict, and cooperation. Indigenous 
Peoples use story as a way of passing on cultural 
beliefs, traditions, and knowledge.  Pages 32–33

Humans live in groups, from families to societies. 
Among the Haida, hereditary chiefs and matriarchs 
made decisions about resources and settled 
conflicts.  Pages 146–147

All humans live in a place in the world. How they 
interact with and adapt to their environment 
determines their way of life. Indigenous Peoples see 
the land as the provider of all life.  Pages 44–45

Beliefs help humans understand how they fit into 
the world and explain their ways of life. Indigenous 
Peoples’ traditional stories pass down the wisdom 
and knowledge of their ancestors.  Pages 112–113

When people need something, they create a demand for a 
product or service. At least 10 000 years ago, trade occurred 
among Indigenous Peoples in North America.  Pages 196–197

Human cultures have developed two main ways to 
transfer knowledge between individuals and from 
generation to generation:

• A written record that living and future members  
can read, discuss, and interpret

• An oral tradition, in which Elders and 
Knowledge Keepers are responsible for 
keeping the knowledge and passing it 
on to future generations

Why Do All Early Peoples Develop 
Ways to Communicate?

Investigate

Imagine you want to learn 
about something new, or 
learn to do something new. 
List all of  the ways that you 
could learn this. What might 
be different if  you were  
doing this 100 years ago?  
1000 years ago? 

 There are almost 3000 public libraries in Canada. 
What forms of knowledge are available in libraries?

 In 2014, Ray Harris, an Elder with the Stz’uminus 
First Nation, shared his knowledge about the land 
to help digitally map traditional territories on 
Google Earth. This project allows Harris to share 
traditional history and language with Aboriginal 
youth through their smart phones and laptops.

How have these 
methods of  sharing 
knowledge changed? 
What has remained 
the same?

Art is another way to preserve  

ideas and knowledge for others to 

appreciate. How is it different from 

written records or oral traditions?
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How Did Ancient Sumerians  
Transmit Knowledge? 
The Sumerians lived in Mesopotamia, which 
included what is now the Middle East. This 
culture developed one of the oldest known 
methods of writing. Cuneiform is a system of 
wedge-shaped strokes that scribes pressed into 
soft clay tablets with a writing tool called a stylus. 
The clay would be heated in a kiln (an oven) to 
harden it to preserve the writing. 

Originally, cuneiform took the form 
of  pictographs. These were very 
simple pictures that represented a 
word or phrase. Think about the 
signs and messages that you read 
every day. Are pictographs still  
used? How do we know what  
they mean? 
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 This Sumerian tile dates to 2500 bce. Scribes, 
who specialized in reading and writing, 
were valued members of Sumerian society. 
Scribes recorded laws and legal decisions, 
as well as peace treaties and maps. They also 
wrote medical, mathematical, and religious 
texts. Even works of imagination—poetry 
and stories—were set down and preserved 
in cuneiform. Why might societies want to 
preserve the works of poets and storytellers?

 This chart shows how Sumerian pictographs 
developed over time from simple pictures to 
symbols. Why would this development make 
cuneiform easier to write?

One Family 33©P

It can be easy to forget how much our lives are shaped by our 
relationship with the land. Many of us spend much of our time 
living inside, within the virtual world of electronic devices or 
in buildings. However, we still depend on the land and natural 
resources to survive. 

When we investigate how an early people lived, we begin 
with place—the features of their physical environment. This 
includes climate, landforms, and natural resources. How 
did people interact with the environment? How did the 

environment change them, and how did they change the 
environment? The answers to these questions can tell us  
more about each culture’s way of life. 

In this section we will explore how different climates, 
landforms, and natural resources have shaped human  
cultures. Let’s look at one example, the Dorset, before 
exploring further.

The Dorset of the Northern Arctic

How Did Early Peoples Adapt to  
Their Environments?

Investigate

Why do you 
live in the place 
you do? How 
does where you 
live affect how 
you live?

 The Dorset lived in what is now Nunavut, northern Quebec, and Newfoundland and Labrador. They 
thrived in environments like the ones shown here for at least 2000 years (from 500 bce to 1500 ce). What 
do you think it would take to survive in these environments?

Take pictures of important 
buildings and geographic 
features in your neighbourhood. 
Why are they important? Have 
any of these places changed 
over time? How did these 
changes affect the community?
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The Dorset were well adapted 
to the cold northern climate. 
They built igloos and stone 
dwellings, and also used tents  
in the summer months. Dorset 
longhouses were made of stone 
and were dug into the ground. 
Lamps filled with seal oil would 
provide heat and light. This 
image shows the remains of a 
stone longhouse. 

The Dorset lived mainly along 
shorelines and relied on sea 
mammals for meat, ivory, and 
hides. They were skilled at hunting 
on sea ice. In what is now northern 
Quebec, the Dorset also hunted 
small land mammals, caribou, and 
birds, as well as fish. Tools such as 
harpoons and knives were made  
of stone, bone, and ivory.

The Dorset were highly skilled at making realistic 
carvings and masks. Some sculptures were tiny. 
This ivory carving of a polar bear is one of many 
examples of Dorset art centred on animals. Why 
might animals be a central image in this culture? 

What can we learn about 
ancient ways of  life from 
peoples’ relationships with 
their environment?

A Place in the World 45©P

A Creation Story of the  
Indigenous Peoples of Australia

The world was flat, bare, and cold. The Rainbow Serpent 
slept under the ground with all the animal tribes in her 
belly waiting to be born. When it was time, she pushed 
up, calling to the animals to come from their sleep. She 
[spat] the land out, making mountains and hills and 
spilled water over the land, making rivers and lakes. 
She made the sun, the fire, and all the colours.

—Commonwealth of Australia

How Do Creation Stories Reflect Worldviews?
Some of the stories told by Indigenous peoples are 
creation stories. These stories tell how the world began. 
Many of them explain how all living things—including 
humans—came to be on Earth, and what role they 
play. Consider the three stories illustrated here and 
on the next page. How are they similar? How are they 
different? What hints do you find about the worldview 
of the peoples who created each story?

What does each story tell 

you about a divine being, 

humanity, women and men, 

or our relationship with the 

land? How do these stories 

compare with other 

Creation stories you know?

 This mural is in Murrupurtiyanuwu Catholic School, in the Tiwi Islands, Australia. The Rainbow 
Serpent is believed to remain in the world, bringing the rains every year and also floods and storms.

Complete a diagram showing 
how these stories are similar 
and different. You could 
compare two of the stories to 
each other, or compare all three. 

What spiritual questions 
do Creation stories help 
us answer?
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1. Use the evidence of the three Creation 
stories to compare the worldviews of  
the three ancient peoples who created 
them. How might these ancient peoples 
continue to have an impact on their 
descendants today?

Make Connections
2. Read Creation stories from different  

world cultures. How are the beliefs about 
Creation similar? How are they different? 
How do they compare with your own beliefs 
about the world?

Check Your Learning

The Haida Creation Story
…It wasn’t long before one, then another of the 
little shell brothers, timidly emerged. Some of 
them immediately scurried back when they saw 
the immensity of the sea and the sky and the 
overwhelming blackness of the Raven. But eventually 
curiosity overcame caution and all of them crept or 
scrambled out.

—Bill Reid, Haida master carver, 1989

The Jewish and Christian Creation Story
The Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 
man became a living being…. The Lord God caused the 
man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, 
he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with 
flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib.

—Genesis, 2:7, 21, 22

 The Raven and the First Men is a cedar sculpture carved by Haida 
sculptor Bill Reid in 1980. It shows Raven coaxing the first humans 
out of a clam shell because he was lonely. 

 This woodcut from a Latin Bible was printed in Venice, Italy, in 1511.  
It shows God creating the first woman from the rib of the first man.

In the Islamic Creation story, God 
creates Adam and Eve at the same 
time from the same substance. How 
is this different from the Jewish and 
Christian Creation story? What does 
this difference tell you?

Ways of Believing 113©P
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At the same time ancient Egypt was 
flourishing, another people on the other 
side of the world had already developed 
a complex society on the islands of Haida 
Gwaii. The Haida developed a distinct 
society that bound together multiple 
villages with common social, political, 
legal, government, and economic systems.

The Society of the Ancient Haida

Not all First Peoples in 

Canada have the same 

social structure as the 

Haida. Where can you 

find out more about 

Indigenous social 

structures in Canada?

First Peoples’ cultures reflect the 
lands in which they live. Haida 
Gwaii is very rich in marine life 
and cedar forests. Resources on 
Haida Gwaii were owned by clans and families. Everyone had 
wealth of some kind. Haida leaders, called “chiefs,” worked 
with families, clans, and matriarchs to make decisions 
about resources and to settle conflicts. Customary laws were 
understood and followed by everyone in the society. 

The photo above shows razor clams on North Beach, 
in Naikoon Provincial Park in Haida Gwaii. The islands of 
Haida Gwaii provided many natural resources: cedar, 
edible plants and berries, shellfish, salmon, halibut, and 
plants for medicine.

Haida Gwaii

Haida Gwaii
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A matriarch is a woman who is respected 
and followed as a leader within a family or 
larger society.

Haida chiefs have poles or posts in front of their homes to 
let people know who lives there. A post might include a 
raven or an eagle to indicate the chief’s moiety (social 
group). All Haida people belong to one of the two 
moieties, which are further divided into clans. Children 
become members of their mother’s clan. Today, every 
Haida community includes members from multiple clans.  
If two communities were in disagreement, how might the 
clan system help them resolve their differences? 

This photograph shows master carver and hereditary 
chief 7idansuu (Edenshaw) James Hart finishing a special 
17-metre pole he carved in Old Massett on Haida Gwaii. It 
was raised at the University of British Columbia in 2017 
and called “the Reconciliation Pole.”
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Haida clans are made up of families. The oldest 
and most respected family member is the chief of 
the family. Chiefs of families that control more 
natural resources have a higher rank 
within the clan. The chief of the most 
respected family becomes the chief of 
the clan. Women are highly regarded  
as leaders, advisors, and givers of life. 
Chiefdoms are usually passed on to the 
chief’s oldest sister’s oldest son. How 
might this practice maintain continuity 
over time?

The photo at right shows Guujaaw 
(Gidansda), hereditary chief of the  
G_akyals K_iiG_awaay clan. Like the 
hereditary chiefs of the past, he leads 
his people in making decisions about 
land, rights, protocols, and resources. 
Today, the Haida also have elected chiefs  
who take on some of that responsibility.

In this photo, Guujaaw is hosting a potlatch—a 
ceremony that marks important events. During these 
celebrations, the host displays and shares gifts. The 
quality of these gifts shows respect for the guests. A 
chief’s authority is dependent upon the respect that 
he earns. Prestige is always sought and attained 
through the distribution of wealth.

What do the images on 

these two pages tell us 

about Haida society?

INNOVATIONS

Ocean-Going Haida Canoes
The Haida developed transportation technology that suited their environment.  
In order to travel across the rough Pacific Ocean, they developed a canoe  
that remained steady in turbulent seas. This canoe, which was carved  
from a single cedar log, could hold dozens of people. The prow  
was nearly vertical, allowing the boat to slice through high  
waves. Using these canoes, Haida interacted with peoples  
all along the Pacific Coast, as far south  
as California. 

 Haida master carver Victor 
Adams spent three years carving 
this seven-metre-long canoe. 
When it was finished in 1971, it 
was the first ocean-going Haida 
canoe to be built in decades. 
Adams spent hours speaking  
with Haida Elders before he 
began. Why would he take  
the time to do that? 

Rules and Rulers 147©P

Trade and Aboriginal Rights

Evidence of old trade networks helped establish the Nuu-chah-nulth 
Aboriginal right to fish commercially in their territory. The British 
Columbia Supreme Court based its ruling on evidence of early 
Aboriginal culture, including

• dentalium shells found far from their place of origin, indicating 
that they had been traded

• trade on a very large scale, suggesting it was a major part of 
Nuu-chah-nulth society

What made the 
Pacific Northwest a 
rich place for trade 
relationships?

 Members of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal 
Council speak to reporters about their right to 
fish commercially, a case they won on appeal 
in 2011. 

How did geography affect the economic 
activity of  the First Peoples of  the Pacific 
Northwest?

THINKING IT THROUGH

What Is the Evidence of Ancient Trade 
Networks in North America?
By now you have learned that the law of supply and demand 
drives trade, no matter where people live. In North America, 
First Peoples traded to acquire the goods they did not have and 
offer the goods they did have to others. 

Two important items in the Pacific Northwest were obsidian 
and dentalium. Oral history and archeological finds indicate 
that this trade goes back more than 10 000 years. 

Obsidian is a black 
volcanic rock that can 
be shaped into sharp 
edges. Dentalium 
are mollusk shells  
used for money and 
decorations.

Explain how the role 
of trade has been 
important to First 
Nations peoples. 
Provide at least two 
specific examples.  

LOOK CLOSER
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The North American  
Dentalium Trade
First Nations in the Pacific Northwest 
traded dentalium shells with other 
Pacific coastal groups. Longer 
dentalium shells, as well as many 
shells strung together, had greater 
purchasing power.
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 The North American dentalium trade, 
with Vancouver Island as the source of 
the shells. What advantage would this 
give to First Peoples living in that area?

What kinds of  
transportation likely 
moved the shells 
from Vancouver 
Island to other areas?

A man made wings and flew north, 
from below the Columbia River, to 
the land of dentalium. When he got 
there, he strung shells together and 
wrapped them around his body. He 
flew home and shared his wealth 
with his family and chief.

—Coquelle Thompson, Coquille Nation

How does knowing 

about local ancient 

trade affect us today? 

 Dentalium shells of varying length. Think about  
the size, appearance, and shape of the shells. Why  
might they be considered valuable?

 Capes made of dentalium shells are still 
worn at ceremonial events. What designs or 
decorative elements do you and your friends 
like to wear? What inspired them?

Interactions: Ancient Trade Networks 197©P


