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It is a hot summer night.
It has been hot all week.
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Now a storm is gathering.
It gets darker and the rain 
will start to shower down.
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We need to shelter.
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We see a lightning flash and 
then we hear thunder.
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If we see lightning as we hear 
the thunder, the storm is near.
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The lights flicker. The power 
might go off.
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This is how a summer storm 
forms.
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Hot, moist air travels up 
from the land.
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hot, moist air 
going up
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The hot air cools. Raindrops 
form. 
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cool 
raindrops
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Pure electric power forms.

electric power
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The electric power gets stronger
and stronger.
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The electric power gets stronger
and stronger.

The power zaps back down to 
the land as lightning.
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lightning
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The lightning hit was sudden 
and hot.
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The sudden mix of hot and 
cool air forms thunder.
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Storms are never just  
thunderstorms. Lightning 
and thunder go together.
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summ/er gath/er/ing 

show/er shelt/er  hear

thund/er near  fl ick/er

pow/er air  pure

stron/ger nev/er 

to/geth/er
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Comprehension 
Ask the children to read the title and 
look at the cover photo. Have they ever 
seen or heard a storm? What did they 
see and hear? 

Vocabulary check
Check that the children understand 
the meaning of the following words: 
lightning, electric, power, moist, 
fl icker, zaps.

Reading the book
• Listen to the children reading the 

book. Ask them to say the sounds and 
blend them in order to read words 
they do not recognise immediately.

• On page 9, point out that this part 
of the book will explain how a storm 
begins.

• Where there are labels on the 
pictures, encourage the children to 
read the text at the bottom fi rst and 
then the labels. What do the labels 
show us? 

Say the sounds1

Blend the sounds2

Read the tricky words3

Comprehension
• What facts about storms can the children 

recall from the text?

• What sometimes happens to the power in 
thunderstorms?

• Talk about why the children think some 
people fi nd thunderstorms frightening, and 
encourage them to refer back to parts of 
the text to support their ideas, e.g. ‘I think 
hearing thunder might frighten people.’

Speedy reading
Return to the words on the front inside cover (sections 2 and 
3) and check that the children can sound out and blend these 
words confi dently. Ask them to practise blending them until 
they can read them quickly.

Segmenting for spelling
Practise this spelling routine using the words in section 2. 

• Say the word in a sentence, then on its own and ask the 
children to repeat it.

• Children say the sounds all through the word (segment) 
and either write a dash or hold up a fi nger for each sound.

• Children select magnetic letters or write down the grapheme 
for each sound, saying the sound quietly as they do so. 

• Model the spelling by saying each sound as you write the 
word for the children to see.

• Children give themselves a tick for each grapheme in the 
correct place. 

• Extra activity: ask the children to draw a stormy picture 
and then add some labels to their picture, using the 
segmenting for spelling technique outline above to 
attempt writing the words.
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Point out the tricky bit of the word 
(i.e. the ‘a’ in ‘all’ sounds /or/) 
and then blend the rest.

More than one syllable? 
Blend one syllable at a time, e.g. 
sh-ow  show/er  shower;

th-u-n  thun/d-er  thunder
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