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Introduction

The Fowntas o Pinnell Comprefmsive Phomics, Speling, and Word Study
Guide is a description of the essential understandings refared oo the alphabetic
systern that charactenzes English. Thas volume represents a comprehensive
pisture of understandings that teachers need to know to understand literacy
learners from Prek to middie school. Your teaching may be directed at stsdents
of a certain age, however, increasingly we find that it is helpful to a community
of teachers to have a “big picture™ view of phonics, spelling, and word study.

For one thing, the achievement of this complex set of understandings is
very diverse even within one classroom. As you observe your students, you are
likely to find that many students need to develop understandings thar others in
the same class have fully established; some students will be advanced beyond
their current grade bevel, yet almost all soodents may have missed a key un-
derstanding and found themselves confused in the challenges your curricalum
poses, Secondly, lifting the literacy abibities of students in your school cannot
be fully achieved until reachers work as a collaborative communiry to take
collective responsibility for each cohort. It is valuable ro have a view of the
complex learning that even very young students take on as they enter school,
as well as a view of the high expectations they encounter as they move into
middle or high school. Ar each grade level, you would want an understanding
of what went before and what will be coming for your students,

It's important to recognize that, while important, phonics, spelling, word
analyss, and grammar and usage steategies are not the end goal of literacy
education. Their importance lies in their contribution to reading and writing
confnuous fext, The more that students can solve words, derive the meaning
of words, spell words, and parse language syntax rapidly, fluently, and uncon-
scioanly, the more likely they are to read and write with competence and ease.

This volumse serves as a reference for your work in phonics, spelling, and
word study, In i, you will find a series of statements that clearly describe prin-
ciples relared to nine areas of learning (see Figure [-1).

These nine areas offer an approximation of typical learning over time. In
interpreting this document, it important to realize that kearners do not change
in exactly the same way, but they do bwld complex leaming roward this pic-
ture of proficiency.

As you ook at the continuam, you will notice that each area 5 organized
into subcategories and thar principles (as embodied in student behaviors] are
lisred in “reacher language™ within each subcategory. Along with the statement
of the principle, when applicable, you will find examples that will be help.
ful £ you in teaching. (Sometimes its hard to call o mind specific examples
of exactly what you are veaching.) All of this informarion will help you plan
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FIGURE I-1 Developing Word-Solving Systems: Nine Areas of Learming
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FIGURE 1.1 frontinucd)
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dsnts nsad 1o kncw the mesning of tha weeds in the baxks they reed and weile. It i impaitant foe them

ke comnptnatly anpand thair litening, spaeling, resding, snd writing vocabelarian and b develap mors
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" Whood e bl acording b rube. Lasking at e struchure of words el halg stdeetsfnarn b weeds
. WordSin ara sated b sach cthar nmd o they cae b changed by sdding lefters. le%er cusbars. and largar
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wdditional cabegony that focuses on fhe strategic moves raden and vrrbers malkos wheen they s their

incrwiadge of the languags system wiila reading snd waiting contirasus iet. Thess strategies am "in-
~ Bachaad” achions that ace inviaible, although we cam oftee infer them from overt bebaviar.

for teaching. You can match up these principles with the curricubum in your
school, They also are a march for our miniléssons in Phrordcs Lessons: Let-
ters, Words, and How They Work (Grades K, 1, 2) and Word Stwdy Lessons:
Phomnics, Spelling, and Vocabulary (Grade 3), as well as for the grade-by-grade
Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study continuum in The Fountas & Pinnell Lit-
erdey Confiim (2017 )

Eardy in schooling, and many times before they begin schooling, students
learn eritical concepts about how print works, There are particular conven-
tiong i print that must be brought under comtrol—for example, word-by-word
matching and beft-to-right directionality. As well, students live in a world of
print and soon begin to notice letters and to connect them to the sounds of
language, They move from these broad areas to the complexities of the vari-
ous parts of speach and their functions and to details of word stroomre. Soo-
dents learn to take multisyllable words apart and to use prefixes, suffixes, and
base words not only to decode words but also to help them derive meaning,
They learn to use word roots and historical information to understand word

mEaning.

Learning over Time

Curniculum plans sometimes give the impression that learning takes place at
o point in time, Once “taughe,” it should be leamed. That may be true for
some single facts, bur complex learning rakes dme over many examples and a
great deal of use. Each one of the nine areas requires several years for a student
to achieve a high kevel of learning, one that assures the student s not learnang
a narrow definition but is developing deep, internalized underscanding rhar al-
lows him to apply the understanding constantly and usually without conscious
effort. That means that students are working across each of these areas ina

The Fowrtas & Pl Comprebensive Phomics, Spolitng, and Wond Sudy Guide



PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS (continued)

& | Hear, cay. and clap oyllables: | Hows say, and clap the pavts in 4 e “fofele]s]e]e
&.9. farm, badors, aiimal Words cavs e one or moare pards.
T | Blondsyllables: e.g. ketiter. | Blne the pasty i g e w o mmfm
L
B | Divide woeds imo syllables: | Breah s word inde parts. EEIEIE
B, FRVET, DR
L [H-lﬂi!]ﬂﬂ-lh‘l‘ll'ﬂ'ﬂ: hrnilpﬂhﬂmmmnﬂrlm o |-
0.9 afround, ound: be' vl
hind. ba
A0 | Hearand divide oncetsand | Baie and iay the Sl and las! party of g wond. #|#|nfn
Tirmws: 8.0, m-an, Briak,
1| Blend ensets with rimss: Blend the parts of » woed. w|w|efe
5. 409 doy.
1 Hear snd £3y bW phofedac | Hear sach sovnd in 2 ward #le|ela
{sounds) in aword. s.g. e e Say aword siwty.
3| Divide 3 wond into phonemes: | Say sach soundiin # wev m B -
0. o, n i,
" Hear and cay tree phonsmes | Hearssch sound in 8 word wln|n]e
- | inaword a.g. /tf lul ind. Soy s wecrd showly
15 Hﬂﬂﬂl’.l:!lﬁlhlgﬁ'lfq Rearthe fist sound o & word S
Phonome i & word: .9 841 | Say. werd to e thefrtsoun
11} Hear and oy the snding Hear $he last soond in 2 word ol ne|a]s
' W"m‘ﬂ—m Say a wond o hae the last sound.
17| Hear snd sy thi tame Same words seund the same at the beginning BEEE
beginning phonems in Connact words et sound fhe same o the
H!I'df.l.g..m.l‘ﬂ il W
®E HH!’.I‘.’H!‘.-H Some wornds socend Hhe seene of Hhe and w|w|e|n]e
| Rding phonama IR WORME: | Covnact words thet sound Bhe same i the snd
_li.g.,mflnhl.r.
19| Blond two of thse phonome | Blend the sounds o say 3 el NEBE
ina word: a.g. Ul AL ot
20| Add & phonemsa 1o the Aded 2 sound i Hhe begiming of a word fo HEEIEIE
beginning of sword: e.g., &' | mebe s new neovd
+ =t
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SPELLING PATTERNS (continued)

b, 31T, 00, P, -8l S
058,

Soros words have 2 voned, 8 consonavd, and
ailpnt n The wowal soomd i uauslly e came
of the first voavel [the 8 in place, §in fips, o 48
reds, u i hube]

W

Ratognite and ws phonoqeams
that end with a dowtds
onsonant (VCC): 6., -all -eoc
Al ogx: A uff

Sovng werls Rave 5 double povsonesd & e
#nd, The soomd of the vowel i ususlly shodt
e i claas, the & in Bl tha i a hill, Re
uin puff]

with & deibile vewel (W) -sed,
sk sol -Sam fen. e a8
0t oo, o0, ook o0l aom,
00N, -0p. 0L ol

Some words bave o doubls vowed olloed
By covranast

Somefimes g doulte vowe! sounds (ke the
nisrr of e o (fomg sownd|Jag, e im
Teesd, o0 im peam]

Sormetimes d doutia vowe raprasenis other
il sownch .9, 00 o good. oo in rocen]

Ratngnize and 54 phonograms
with snding ongenant cluster
(VO] wg. ack™ -act -aff, .amp,
-And -ang. -ank®, ant ", ack,
-SR-St sk S -and wal

BpL 1", k", L i, -ing”,
k™, e, -k, -k er ook,

om0’ -uck®, i -G,

| gk 4nt, 4k

Some words bave consonant cheshers af

e and. Sometmes the ncurdly of he b
makk. |wnpl'nﬂm'ﬁm.b‘uhvmfgv
lettger represant ong pound [digraphile g,
pah, sing

| Reczgnize and use phanograms

with veavsd combirations (WC):
0.9 -aid -4il*, ain*, st -vad
Sk, -l -aam, -San, -ap, e
Sar®; -ied Jof e -oalk, 2t
il our, -put

Sizrmd wrond's hinve o vowels bngeibar (vowe
bination]

Sametimes & vows! combination sounds

{ie the name of the fiest vewel e, fream,

road]

Sometimes ¢ vowsl combanation sfands for

aiher soumds[e.gq. seil. hour]

Riscogynize and o e Sificult
phonogram pamens in single-

Same words have pafterns that are the sama.
Lipe the spafling patieen o nad @ wrovel
Uipe the spalling pattern fe wiife @ wond.
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WORD MEANING/VOCABULARY [confinued)

GRADE LEVEL
mm Frai . | 4 3 t=B
LANGUAGE
g III III.IlI.LIIIIIIl-rI
Tmmmm Somw wordd indale the sund ol a thang wla|efefa]e|e|s]=
words: 0.0, buzz, hiss, plop, quack, | oran schize. They are onomateposdic
ihurrp. whack. foom, WO,
Tﬁf‘mmmmm Some worcs have 8 (Raral meanmg and 8 wlelefela|a]n|e]e]s
| that some wonds have literal and | fguative meaning.
fiqurative masnings: a..
® goio-"Taes waem than k™,
“unirianddy”
» ghark-*a large, usuaily ferocious
fich that Bves in warm teas”. "3
dichonect peson who pieys on
others”
® lioric-"3 100l with & handle snd
Ta oo mioe bong, poingsd parts
2t one and”; "anything shaped
ks & fork, or any branching”
i [ wﬁ“mtﬂmﬂ ﬂmnlﬁguiﬂjpﬂﬁlﬂﬂ'{mf& wfafe|n|e]e]|n|a]=
& (emparison: a.q., aened B o [k o it B covmpaee B
» The chili's fovely eyes shane Fke | uniae fings
# pair of moons in the evening Sivedles cin make witing mone codarfl
sky. and interesting
= The pafice officer’s mood cosrmed
| 45 light &5 a0 sutumn breaze.
19| Racogeiize nduce memphors 1o | A metsphor s a figure of speech tha EAAEEE
» My hoart became 2 block of jca. | movd ks orin
= Hy glimpead the sifver ace of Medaphor can maks writing more
Fract o he window eclorfil and istanasting
* he i & sparkling sla
20| Recognize and discuss the fa Chver tma some axprazsions have
| than commonly used idicms that devaloped msanings thal e oiffpent
of the Copaiate woeds: he grpoeirons
ag_gaﬁlﬁ_mmtl'mwm
o bhe fance, hit the nail on e
| head, b the road, fwear builels.
21| Reognioe say, and talk about words | Surfching the first detters of words ima w|a|n
then are jumbled for hemorous pheide can cregte 3 humoeses efact This
eflact g, IF i SpOORAnIT.
» spoonirisme-a fack of piesfora | Resdacing & mond with anothar weed
pack of i that sounds similar but has 3 dhfarent
# ELAPAOPRLML=[he wiry franing e ceate & dumoneus Hfect
pingappie of pofiteness forthe | Tha oo malaprop
vy pinnace of politeness
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WORD STRUCTURE (continued)

27 | Undeestznd and talk shout the | Pural msans “mare tham ane.”
Fact that & nown can mder o
mon than one placs,
e hing: 0.9.. T,
Loy il
(28 | Racogeizs and use pitals that | Add -4 o sorme werd 1 mals them plural
add - ook, A The ]
el dog, | Th 1.a¢ the and of the woed can be heand
2% | Recogaire and uge plaraic Ad e fo words that end with db, g5, aed w|afa]a]s
Ehat sdd o5 1o words thatond | 240 make them plusl
with the ke oh, sh. s x ar z
8.0, branched oiibed claiees
| boxes, buzes.
30 | Recogmire and ute plarals | Add s fo wevels Shat end with 2 vowel and'y fo s|sfs|s]s
that add -+ to words that end | make them plual
i with a vowsl 20d i 6.9, boys
!1'-: Becogerize and uze plurais i¥hen & weoed mods with # companaet and'y, afw|n|s|s
£hat add -85 15 words that chungs the y ho i sedd s 4 o mnake the nowd
E aned with a mewonant and prural
y after changineg the y to |
[a] 2.0 countries, jelbes. rubies
32 | Recogeire and use plersls | For most words nding with £ or e, change o|s]s]s
§ | that sdd e 1o words fter bt F e i B e el -90 o make e wordh
changing the final forfetoy: | piural
: a0, knivas, sranes weled
33 | Recogize and wse imeqular | Changs the spelling of sorme words fo make o B I K
| piuratc hat ehange the tharm plisal
spelling of the word:
2.1 qonssipass
PRSI, S,
WO TR
138 | Recognize and usa israquiar | Some wos are spelled the savm in both the Jolsfs
hat arw the Cam 21 sngular fomm amd e plural form.
tha singular form of the word:
2.0, der, Moess, Elmon,
. !
E and ute pletals that | Ao -2 to mest wordh shat sad with & to make wfafa
add -5 fo woeds that end with | them pluml.
ﬂ:l.g.mm mmwmm;m:-ulp{ml
) forms-a.g., Dhma, Jroe.
36 | Rocogizs and upe plutals | Ackd 40 10 4 few worels that andiin & comsanant a[s]s
| that add -e5 to words that nd o do miake them ploval,
and with 3 cononantand oo | Some words that end wath o heve feo plural
8.q. echogs hemes formas—a.g. volrancss, volcanes.
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WORD-50LVING ACTIONS

7B

~ Using What Is Knewn to Solve Werds [rantinued)

WORD-50LVING ACTIONS (continued)

| Iedorntify wonds that hevaithe | Soma worss have pards (patierns) St are the
LM HELOT [RIDeM and o sami.
Ehom ko sobe an unknown Pattams [party] that am the same sppesrin
il i, e furioos. Lok o moe s ol potboes (pact]
read 2 waed
4 | Lo known word pans (6ome | Liss worsls you inow t sead som langer
Bio wode) o cobvg onknowsy | weseln
Larger word:
... fninee (a0 Qo us
o
: .I e l... i i m:l '.'i.. = ey
15 | Seyaword dowhytohearthe | Saying a wevd sicly makes it easier to kuar
iritiad] £ometed i Cad wond e firsf poand in the mead
“‘H.‘ Seyaword slowlytahedi the | Saying a wevel slowy mukes it sasier o kaar
| fir] Evuind i g wacd. the laat sound in the word.
M7 | Seyawoid slowlytoheaithe | Saying & waed alearly makes if suree o baar
sounds in sequents, waich gound m oader frem firsf i lad
8| Rocogeize tha cequence ol | Read o word by losiing #f mach letter frevm il
Tistars and e seguence of da gt e by Hunkeng alout swa sownd m
gounds b resd aword of woed - | seden
pan. Thimking abowt the ercer of the leSars and
Bawnds i b wiy of sobang i unbasur wowd.
19 | Rocogaize and use ongats and | Look at the St part and the et pert of # wond
| rimes 10 read words 6.5 B3, | 4o read e wond.
bag: grin. qrin: pi-ate, plste. Lise parts of words pou bnow fo read an
unkrown wond.
'-,E.;' ﬂwﬂﬂqhiqmﬂ -Eﬁmr g Brpt sound o sounds in a woed B
of pomnds i maks and obin | made snother wand,
B it Wt 6., B
{ichangs it 1o fmy]. more’
hoee (change /m/ to Jehil.
buightimight {change &/ fef
bo fm).
H Changs the gnding sound or | Change the laal deued or seunds i @ nand da
ot o mabe and sobe a | madke anolfier weed.
oo woed: ... il {change
i 1o ), them/han (change
fenl o An), ectirod (change fa/
i)
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With this new, essential resource, Fountas and Pinnell
bring their literacy expertise to a systematic exploration
of letters, sounds, and words and leaming how oral and
written language “work"

The Fountos & Pinnell Comprehensive Phonlcs, Speliing,
and Word Study Guide provides you with a comprehensive
map of the knowledge students develop on their journey to
becoming expert word solvers and effective readers and
writers. The literacy behaviors you know and understand as
you make minute-by-minute decisions within the act of
teaching will make the biggest impact on student kearning.

You will find that this essential guide, presented In an easy-
to-use chart form, is a critical companion to The Fountos &
Pinnell Literacy Continuum, Expanded Ediion. You will be
able to hone your observations of students” literacy behay-
lors with this indispensable tool, which combines the behav-
lors and understandings from the Phonics continuum with
the specific times [early, middie, or late in grades Prek-8|
appropriate for each one to be introduced and then to be
under students’ control. In addition, instructional language

and a multitude of specific examples appear exclusively in
this guide. Use this resource to assist your students in an

exploration of letter and word learning.

The Fountas&Pinnell
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www.fountasandpinnell.com

In a world rich with language and literacy, each word matters.
Words give us a way to communicate-to think, talk, read, and write-
and to activate and enjoy a literate life.

The Fountos & Pimnell

Comprehensive Phonics,
Spelling, and Word Study Guide
reflacts the specific behaviors
rislatied Lo the nlne anmeas of

learning for letters, sounds,
and words that chilidren develop
aver time:

B Early Literacy Concepls

B Fronological Aw sreness
B Letier Knowiledge

B Letier-Sound Relabonships
B Spelling Pattems

W High-Frequency Words

W Waord Meaning/Vocabulary
B Ward Structhire

B Ward-Solving Actions

Further elevate your expertise
with these companion tools:
W The Fountos & Pinnell Lilerocy
Continurim, Expandad Edition
W Oigital version of The Founlos &
Pinnat! Literecy Contin turm
B Founbas & Pinnall Phonics & Word
Study Lessons

Guide
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