
 

 

 
 Literacy in Action Grade 4:  A Guide to Strategy-based Instruction 

 

Strategy Unit 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

Lesson Reading  Levels 

  Guided DRA 
4-1: Trapped in Big Beaver N–O 30–34 

4-2: A New Beginning O–P 34–38 

4-3: As Good as Gold Q–R 40 

7: Catch the Dream S–T 40 

8: Charlie's Story P–Q 40 

10: Perfect Man M–N 28–30 

1: What Is Courage? 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Recount 

13: Akiak Q–R 40 

4.1: To the Pole! M–N 28–30 

4.2: Mountain Tamers O–P 34–38 

4.3: The Science of Snow Fun P–Q 40 

7:The Biggest Scoop in the Coop S–T 40 

8: Driving Mrs. Torpolli Crazy L–M 24–28 

9: Jokin' Around  O–P 34–38 

12: Possum's Tail O–P 34–38 

 
 
 
 

PREDICT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5: Make Me Laugh! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Stories 

14: The Princess and the Pizza S–T 40 
4-1: Kid Power VISUAL VISUAL 
4-2: Canada's Scream Machines VISUAL VISUAL 

4-3: Total Disaster! Hurricane Katrina Hits Hard VISUAL VISUAL 

7: No Need for Words  O–P 34–38 

8: Tricky Pics Q–R 40 

10: Messages in Stone  R–S 40 

11: From Cave to Computer S–T 40 

2: Get the Message! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Posters 
 
 

15: Private and Confidential P–Q 40 

4.1: A Rock and Roll Summer N–O 30–34 

4.2 You Don't Have to Run Away to Join the Circus! O–P 34–38 

4.3: Young Fossil Hunter Attends a "Dino-mite" Camp Q–R 40 

7: Ultimate Fun S–T 40 

8: Creating Visions R–S 40 

10: Weird Zone W–X 60 

11: What Do Canadian Kids Like to Do? O–P 34–38 

12: WOW — What a Record! S–T 40 

15: Abracadabra, a Chain of Clips! O–P 34–38 

16: The Chinese Violin R–S 40 

4: What Are Your 
Hobbies? 

Mentor Text/Text Form 
= News Articles 

(Media) 
 

 

17: Birth of a Birder O–P 34–38 

4.1: Fathom Five National Marine Park P–Q 38–40 

4.2: Roosevelt Campobello International Park R–S 40 

4.3: Khutzeymateen Grizzly Sanctuary Q–R 40 

7: Super Sand! R–S 40 

8: What a Country! S–T 40 

10: Buried Treasures Q–R 40 

13: A Great Canadian Road Trip! S–T 40 

14: Maiden of the Mist: A Legend of Niagara Falls S–T 40 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USE WHAT YOU 
KNOW 

 
(Access Prior 
Knowledge) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6: Amazing Places! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Reports 

15: Boy of the Deeps P–Q 38–40 



 

 

 
 Literacy in Action Grade 4:  A Guide to Strategy-based Instruction 

Strategy Unit 
Mentor Text/Text Form Lesson Reading  Levels 

    Guided DRA 
4.1: Life in a Pond: Frogs N–O 30–34 

4.2: Life in the Arctic: Polar Bears P–Q 40 

4.3: Life in an Ocean: Blue Whales O–P 34–38 

7: Canadian Habitat Heroes S–T 40 

8: Food Chains R–S 40 

10: Art Underfoot T–U 50 

11: Friends of the Blue Planet O–P 34–38 

12: How Does a Possum Cross the Road? Q–R 40 

14: Sea Otter Inlet P–Q 38–40 

ASK QUESTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3: Survivors! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Explanation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15: Solomon's Tree S–T 40 
4-1: Trapped in Big Beaver N–O 30–34 
4-2: A New Beginning O–P 34–38 

4-3: As Good as Gold Q–R 40 

7: Catch the Dream S–T 40 

8: Charlie's Story P–Q 40 

10: Perfect Man M–N 28–30 

1: What is Courage? 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Recount 

13: Akiak Q–R 40 

4.1: Life in a Pond: Frogs N–O 30–34 

4.2: Life in the Arctic: Polar Bears P–Q 40 

4.3: Life in an Ocean: Blue Whales O–P 34–38 

7: Canadian Habitat Heroes S–T 40 

8: Food Chains R–S 40 

10: Art Underfoot T–U 50 

11: Friends of the Blue Planet O–P 34–38 

12: How Does a Possum Cross the Road? Q–R 40 

14: Sea Otter Inlet P–Q 38–40 

PAUSE 
AND CHECK 

 
 

(Monitor and Repair) 
  
 3: Survivors! 

Mentor Text/Text Form 
= Explanation 

 

15: Solomon's Tree S–T 40 

4-1: Trapped in Big Beaver N–O 30–34 

4-2: A New Beginning O–P 34–38 

4-3: As Good as Gold Q–R 40 

7: Catch the Dream S–T 40 

8: Charlie's Story P–Q 40 

10: Perfect Man M–N 28–30 

1: What Is Courage? 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Recount 
 

13: Akiak Q–R 40 

4.1: To the Pole! M–N 28–30 

4.2: Mountain Tamers O–P 34–38 

4.3: The Science of Snow Fun P–Q 40 

7:The Biggest Scoop in the Coop S–T 40 

8: Driving Mrs. Torpolli Crazy L–M 24–28 

9: Jokin' Around  O–P 34–38 

12: Possum's Tail O–P 34–38 

 
 
 
 

MAKE 
CONNECTIONS 

 
 

(Activate Prior 
Knowledge) 

 
 
 
 

5: Make Me Laugh! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Stories 
 
 
 
 
 

14: The Princess and the Pizza S–T 40 

 
 



 

 

 
 Literacy in Action Grade 4:  A Guide to Strategy-based Instruction 

 

Strategy Unit 
Mentor Text/Text Form Lesson Reading  Levels 

    Guided DRA 
4.1: To the Pole! M–N 28–30 

4.2: Mountain Tamers O–P 34–38 

4.3: The Science of Snow Fun P–Q 40 

7:The Biggest Scoop in the Coop S–T 40 

8: Driving Mrs. Torpolli Crazy L–M 24–28 

9: Jokin' Around  O–P 34–38 

12: Possum's Tail O–P 34–38 

INFER 
5: Make Me Laugh! 

Mentor Text/Text Form 
= Stories 

14: The Princess and the Pizza S–T 40 

4.1: A Rock and Roll Summer N–O 30–34 

4.2 You Don't Have to Run Away to Join the Circus! O–P 34–38 

4.3: Young Fossil Hunter Attends a "Dino-mite" Camp Q–R 40 

7: Ultimate Fun S–T 40 

8: Creating Visions R–S 40 

10: Weird Zone W–X 60 

11: What Do Canadian Kids Like to Do? O–P 34–38 

12: WOW —What a Record! S–T 40 

15: Abracadabra, a Chain of Clips! O–P 34–38 

16: The Chinese Violin R–S 40 

VISUALIZE 

4: What Are Your 
Hobbies? 

Mentor Text/Text Form 
= News Articles 

(Media) 
 

17: Birth of a Birder O–P 34–38 

4.1: Life in a Pond: Frogs N–O 30–34 

4.2: Life in the Arctic: Polar Bears P–Q 40 

4.3: Life in an Ocean: Blue Whales O–P 34–38 

7: Canadian Habitat Heroes S–T 40 

8: Food Chains R–S 40 

10: Art Underfoot T–-U 50 

11: Friends of the Blue Planet O–P 34–38 

12: How Does a Possum Cross the Road? Q–R 40 

14: Sea Otter Inlet P–Q 38–40 

3: Survivors! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Explanation 
 

15: Solomon's Tree S–T 40 

4.1: Fathom Five National Marine Park P–Q 38–40 

4.2: Roosevelt Campobello International Park R–S 40 

4.3: Khutzeymateen Grizzly Sanctuary Q–R 40 

7: Super Sand! R–S 40 

8: What a Country! S–T 40 

10: Buried Treasures Q–R 40 

13: A Great Canadian Road Trip! S–T 40 

14: Maiden of the Mist: A Legend of Niagara Falls S–T 40 

SUMMARIZE 

6: Amazing Places! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Reports 

15: Boy of the Deeps P–Q 38–40 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 Literacy in Action Grade 4:  A Guide to Strategy-based Instruction 

 
 

Strategy Unit 
Mentor Text/Text Form Lesson Reading  Levels 

    Guided DRA 
4.1: A Rock and Roll Summer N–O 30–34 

4.2 You Don't Have to Run Away to Join the Circus! O–P 34–38 

4.3: Young Fossil Hunter Attends a "Dino-mite" Camp Q–R 40 

7: Ultimate Fun S–T 40 

8: Creating Visions R–S 40 

10: Weird Zone W–-X 60 

11: What Do Canadian Kids Like to Do? O–P 34–38 

12: WOW—What a Record! S–T 40 

15: Abracadabra, a Chain of Clips! O–P 34–38 

16: The Chinese Violin R–S 40 

SYNTHESIZE 

4: What Are Your 
Hobbies? 

Mentor Text/Text Form 
= News Articles 

(Media) 
 

17: Birth of a Birder O–P 34–38 

4-1: Kid Power VISUAL VISUAL 

4-2: Canada's Scream Machines VISUAL VISUAL 

4-3: Total Disaster! Hurricane Katrina Hits Hard VISUAL VISUAL 

7: No Need for Words  O–P 34–38 

8: Tricky Pics Q–R 40 

10: Messages in Stone  R–S 40 

11: From Cave to Computer S–T 40 

2: Get the Message! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Posters 
 
 

15: Private and Confidential P–Q 40 

4.1: Fathom Five National Marine Park P–Q 38–40 

4.2: Roosevelt Campobello International Park R–S 40 

4.3: Khutzeymateen Grizzly Sanctuary Q–R 40 

7: Super Sand! R–S 40 

8: What a Country! S–T 40 

10: Buried Treasures Q–R 40 

13: A Great Canadian Road Trip! S–T 40 

14: Maiden of the Mist: A Legend of Niagara Falls S–T 40 

 
DECIDE WHAT’S 

IMPORTANT 
 

(Analyze Important 
Ideas) 

6: Amazing Places! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Reports 

15: Boy of the Deeps P–Q 38–40 
4-1: Kid Power VISUAL VISUAL 

4-2: Canada's Scream Machines VISUAL VISUAL 

4-3: Total Disaster! Hurricane Katrina Hits Hard VISUAL VISUAL 

7: No Need for Words  O–P 34–38 

8: Tricky Pics Q–R 40 

10: Messages in Stone  R–S 40 

11: From Cave to Computer S–T 40 

 
EVALUATE 

 
 

2: Get the Message! 
Mentor Text/Text Form 

= Posters 
 
 

15: Private and Confidential P–Q 40 

 
 
 
 
 


