
Whole Book Comprehension

Grade 5 Trade Books

Fiction
1. Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks and 

Gita Varadarajan

2. Embrace the Chicken by Mahtab 

Narsimhan

3. Taking Sides by Gary Soto

4. Where the Mountain Meets the Moon 

by Grace Lin

Nonfiction
1. Surviving Volcanoes and Glaciers 

(Reading Expeditions: On 

Assignment) by Rebecca L. Johnson

2. Physical: Feats and Failures by Dona 

Herweck Rice

3. Jane Goodall: Protecting Primates 

(Reading Expeditions: Science) by 

Kate Boehm Jerome

4. Behind the Canvas: An Artist's Life by 

Blanca Apodaca and Michael Serwich
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Each grade-level kit is built around 8 highly engaging trade books—4 fiction, 4 nonfiction—
selected to be grade-level and developmentally appropriate, with genres, topics, text 
structures, and levels of complexity matched to that grade. Every title was chosen with 
knowledge-building, vocabulary development, engagement, and text quality in mind, giving 
students a rich, varied reading diet.
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