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Jump Rope Readers   ◆  Series Overview

Welcome to the Jump Rope Readers

W hat makes a book “just right” for a beginning reader? The answer is simple. 

A book is just right if the child can read it and wants to read it. Anything else 

is “just okay” at best. But, if you work with beginning readers, you know it’s 

not easy to find these “just right” books. 

On the one hand, there are books that beginners want to read but can’t. Most picture 

books and chapter books fall into this category. Surprisingly, so do many of the early 

readers and I-can-reads you see in libraries and book stores. On the other hand, too many 

of the decodable books that we see in classrooms aren’t particularly enticing, even if 

beginners can read them. We think beginning readers deserve better. We want all readers 

to begin as we aim for them to continue—with enthusiasm for reading and excitement 

to pick up the next book. 
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CV words with -o

Lalin helps Mom cook

the griot and the rice.

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir • illustrated by Yulia Gorkina

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Let’s Cook!Let’s Cook!

 

 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Blue
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 1 Nick and the Fossil  2 Camping Is the Best 3 Nick Can Go Fast 4 Halmoni’s Plants 5 Nick and Dad at the Zoo

Gold

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Violet Lemay

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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Nick likes to run.Nick likes his scooter.Nick likes to go fast!

Nick Can Go Fast

CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK3_NickFast_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK3_NickFast_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/21/22   1:00 PM
4/21/22   1:00 PM

Imran and Sam do tricks

with Fox the pup. But . . . ACK!

Fox jumps in a trash can!
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th, unvoiced

by Hareem Atif Khan • illustrated by Neha Rawat

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

A Pup Like Fox

 

 1 Nano

 2 A Pup Like Fox

 3 Mom and I

 4 The Wedding

 5 So Cute

Purple
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by Katrina Davino • illustrated by John Lund

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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Sam
 and th

e Fish

Sam and the kids 

go to a pond. 

Look! A f ish!  

Will Sam get it?

Sam
 and th

e Fish

w

 

 1 Sam and His Doll

 2 Sam and the Kids

 3 Sam and the Fish

 4 Sam the Cook

 5 Sam Is Six

Green
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And in the box is . . .

Sam Is Six

x

by Katrina Davino • illustrated by Sarah Hoyle

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Sam and His Doll
 2 Sam and the Kids

 3 Sam and the Fish 4 Sam the Cook 5 Sam Is Six

Green

CALK_GK_DR_Gr_BK5_SamSix_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_Gr_BK5_SamSix_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

5/3/22   2:06 PM

5/3/22   2:06 PM

We want all readers to begin as we aim for them 
to continue—with enthusiasm for reading and 
excitement to pick up the next book.
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by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Mirella Mariani

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Soojin Draws a Story 2 Soojin Dives In
 3 Soojin’s Close Call 4 Soojin Stands Out 5 Soojin Blasts Off 6 Soojin Is Stuck Inside

Raspberry

BBOOKOOK

Life on Earth is no fun,so Soojin decides to blast off!
Will things be any better in space?

55

open and closed syllables

multisyllabic words with

Blasts Off

SoojinSoojin
Blasts Off
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Four Key Qualities of Beginner Books
Influential reading researchers Richard Anderson and Freddy Hiebert described the 

key qualities that educators should look for in books for beginning readers in a 

report they wrote for the National Academy of Education. They wrote:  

“Writing the first selections a child will read is a difficult balancing act. 

Ideally, the selections will be interesting (so that students will want to read 

them), comprehensible (so that students are able to understand them), and 

instructive (so that students will learn from them).” 

Of course, a quality that underlies all of this is representation. When books accu-

rately reflect our beautifully diverse world, children find them considerably more 

interesting and comprehensible, so we added that foundational idea to the list of 

essential priorities that informed the development of the Jump Rope Readers series.  
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 1 Ana in the Window 

 2 Ana and Dad

 3 Ana’s Music

 4 Ana and Pip

 5 Ana’s Birthday

Orange

Ana 
and Pip

Ana 
and Pip

Ana likes Pip, and 

Pip likes Ana. 

Ana and Pip play!

u

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Brenda Figueroa

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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A TV, a pan,

and a raccoon . . .

 

 1 Tam and the Ants

 2 Tam and the Pan

 3 Tam and Min

 4 Tam in the Sand

 5 Tam and the Pigeon

Red

p

Tam
and the Pan
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by Michael Rae-Grant and Uyen Doan • illustrated by Charlotte Cotterill

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor
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Comprehensible

Interesting

Instructive

Four Key 
Qualities 

of Beginner 
Books

Representative
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The Jump Rope Readers series consists of 66 high-interest decodable books 

and six accompanying read-alouds. Together, these books gradually and sys-

tematically introduce beginning readers to new letter-sound correspondences 

and high-frequency words. Along the way, they also introduce memorable characters, 

exciting adventures, and the foundational elements of literary fiction. 

As you explore the Jump Rope Readers, you’ll notice the books are arranged into dif-

ferent series, each starring a distinctive main character. In addition to Nick, who loves 

dinosaurs, there’s Ana with her big imagination, Tam, who’s full of energy and mischief, 

Imran, who’s a bit shy at first, and many more. All the Jump Rope Readers take place in 

the same neighborhood, so characters from earlier books make special guest appear-

ances in later ones. 

The fact that the Jump Rope Readers are arranged into series makes them more engag-

ing to kids, and also makes them especially comprehensible. Series books feature 

familiar characters who react to problems in predictable ways. Once kids know who 

the characters are, they know what to expect, and this helps them follow the story. 

To ensure that kids understand the key characters and their relationships, each series 

begins with a “book one” that lays out these elements. In Set A, “book one” is a pic-

ture book that teachers can read aloud to kids. In Set B, it’s a decodable book that kids 

can read on their own. 

What’s Included in the Series?

Lali
n at th

e Market

Lalin is at a market . . . 

but she gets lost!

BBOOKOOK
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Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

qu

Lali
n at th

e Market

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir • illustrated by Shearry Malone

 

 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Blue
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Jump Rope Readers are a set of books that beginners can both read and 

will want to read, because they combine the best qualities of authentic 

children’s literature and accessible decodable texts:

•  Jump Rope Readers are interesting. Like trade books, Jump Rope  

Readers contain great pictures, as well as action, humor, and emotion. 

What’s more, the books are arranged into different series, each starring 

a distinctive main character.
•  Jump Rope Readers are comprehensible —they’re written to really  

make sense to kids. The books feature engaging plots, with natural-

sounding language that echoes the rhythms of storybooks. 

•  Jump Rope Readers are instructive. As decodable texts, they help kids  

practice foundational reading skills. The books start off very simple, then 

gradually grow in complexity, following a research-based scope and 

sequence.
•   Jump Rope Readers are representative. Kids will find the books affirming 

and relatable, because they’ll read about diverse characters who look, 

live, or act just like them. Kids will also get to read about characters who 

are different from them, which helps build empathy and awareness.

Kids shouldn’t have to wait until they’re older to enjoy reading firsthand. 

And with Jump Rope Readers they won’t have to!

by Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant

Jump Rope Readers
Jump Rope Readers

A Guide to the

FICTIONFICTION

Note

Phonics skills progress across the readers with the earliest foundational skills introduced in Set A, Box 1, and then skills 
are developed across Box 2 and into Set B. 

Boxes are available as sets and also separately so, for example, grade 1 teachers can add Set A, Box 2 to their libraries if 
students need practice in those earlier skills. 

We recommend that all classrooms start with the complete Set A or Set B and then add on as needed.

 

 1 Nick and the Fossil 

 2 Camping Is the Best

 3 Nick Can Go Fast

 4 Halmoni’s Plants

 5 Nick and Dad at the Zoo

Gold
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Is the Best

Nick is camping.

It is so fun!

Camping 
Is the Best

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Laura Zarrin

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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by Hareem Atif Khan • illustrated by Lisa Hunt
Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

th, voiced

Imran helps Mom do lots of jobs.Then Mom helps  Imran do yoga!

BBOOKOOK
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and I

 

 1 Nano

 2 A Pup Like Fox
 3 Mom and I

 4 The Wedding
 5 So Cute

Purple
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Blue

 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook!

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Picture Day

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Picture 
Day

Lalin can’t wait for school Picture 

Day. She can’t wait to send 

a picture of herself to all her 

relatives who live in Haiti, far 

away. But . . . uh-oh! What will 

happen when Picture Day comes 

sooner than expected? What will 

happen when Lalin arrives at 

school and realizes that Picture 

Day is today?
by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir

illustrated by Shearry Malone

Picture 
Day
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There are two sets of Jump Rope Readers, A and B. Set A is designed for readers in 

kindergarten and early first grade. Set B is designed for readers in first grade and early 

second grade. Together, the sets gradually stretch readers to the point where they can 

successfully tackle early trade books like the Henry and Mudge series by Cynthia Rylant. 

Set A contains: 

	■ 30 decodable books (six copies of each; a total of 180 books) that introduce short 

vowels, consonants, bonus letters, blends, digraphs, CV words, and a small selection 

of high-frequency words 

	■ Six read-alouds that accompany and enrich the decodable books 

	■ The Guide

	■ Digital access to readers

Set B contains: 

	■ 36 decodable books (six copies of each; a total of 216 books) that introduce silent 

E, inflectional endings, vowel teams, R-controlled vowels, diphthongs, consonant 

-LE, soft C and G, the jobs of Y, multisyllabic words, and a broader selection of 

high-frequency words 

	■ The Guide

	■ Digital access to readers

 

 1 Ida and Jake and the Scooter

 2 Ida and Jake Hunt for Treasure!

 3 Ida and Jake’s Game Night

 4 Ida and Jake Save the Parade

 5 Ida and Jake Do Not Like Babies!

 6 Ida and Jake Versus Mister Plant

Tangerine

BBOOKOOK

It’s game night!

Jake wants to do a puzzle,

but Ida hates puzzles.

Will she be a good sport?

 Ida and Jake’s

     G
ame Night

33

by Katy Wischow • illustrated by Elisa Rocchi

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
er

Jump Rope Readers are a set of books that beginners can both read and 
will want to read, because they combine the best qualities of authentic 
children’s literature and accessible decodable texts:

•  Jump Rope Readers are interesting. Like trade books, Jump Rope  
Readers contain great pictures, as well as action, humor, and emotion. 
What’s more, the books are arranged into different series, each starring 
a distinctive main character.

•  Jump Rope Readers are comprehensible —they’re written to really  
make sense to kids. The books feature engaging plots, with natural-
sounding language that echoes the rhythms of storybooks. 

•  Jump Rope Readers are instructive. As decodable texts, they help kids  
practice foundational reading skills. The books start off very simple, then 
gradually grow in complexity, following a research-based scope and 
sequence.

•   Jump Rope Readers are representative. Kids will find the books affirming 
and relatable, because they’ll read about diverse characters who look, 
live, or act just like them. Kids will also get to read about characters who 
are different from them, which helps build empathy and awareness.

Kids shouldn’t have to wait until they’re older to enjoy reading firsthand. 
And with Jump Rope Readers they won’t have to!

by Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant

Jump Rope ReadersJump Rope Readers
A Guide to the

FICTIONFICTION

TITLE ISBN PRICE

Jump Rope Readers Classroom Set A 
(Boxes 1 and 2: 6 copies each of 30 readers, 6 read-aloud books, Guide, digital access to readers)

978-0-325-12988-4 $812

          Jump Rope Readers Classroom Set A — Box 1 978-0-325-16081-8 $427

          Jump Rope Readers Classroom Set A — Box 2 978-0-325-16082-5 $427

Jump Rope Readers Classroom Set B
(Boxes 1 and 2: 6 copies each of 36 readers, Guide, digital access to readers)

978-0325-13543-4 $884

          Jump Rope Readers Classroom Set B — Box 1 978-0-325-16083-2 $465

          Jump Rope Readers Classroom Set B — Box 2 978-0-325-16084-9 $465

by Sarah Mann • illustrated by Eva Morales

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 The Big Hair Cut 2 Let’s Dance 3 Muffin
 4 What Stinks? 5 The Big, Big Mess 6 Red on Red Kicks

Grape

BBOOKOOK

Alex has old kicks
that are too small for him.

And then he sees his  
pal’s red on red kicks.

Red on Red Kicks
66

a(l, ll)
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 1 Edwin and Abuelo, Detectives for Hire

 2 The Case of the Lost Ring

 3 The Mystery of the Missing Name Tag

 4 The Case of the Lost Dog

 5 The Case of the Trashed Courtyard

 6 The Mystery of the Missing Glasses

Lime

BBOOKOOK
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  Mystery of

The
  Mystery of

the
  Missing

 Glasses

the
  Missing

 Glasses

Abuelo lost his glasses!

Can Edwin solve the mystery 

all by himself?

66

-y = /ē /

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Christine Grove

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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In addition to marvelous picture books and engaging trade books, your 

classroom library needs lots of decodable books, including Jump Rope 

Readers. Decodable books give children all-important opportunities to 

apply the phonics they are learning in continuous texts. 

	■ You’ll want to audit your classroom library and plan to add many 

high-quality decodable readers for children to encounter, engage 

with independently, and add to their partner and table bins and book 

baggies as texts they can read successfully on their own. 

	■ When children are just beginning to read, you’ll curate the contents 

of their bins or baggies so that children are able to have success read-

ing the books in their bins. 

	■ Bins or baggies that you curate for your early readers will contain cop-

ies of a few songs or poems the children have read together countless 

times, as well as books they can have success with. 

Using Decodable Books in Your Classroom
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	■ In very early kindergarten, the books you channel kids toward may 

be look-at books, such as the browsable nonfiction books that so 

enthrall children, and they may be the predictable rhyming books 

that you have helped them read as a class. 

	■ As soon as children know enough letter-sound correspondences to 

begin decoding words, some of the books in their bins and baggies 

will be decodable books that are especially written to allow children 

to practice that work. These books offer kids many opportunities to 

apply the phonics they’ve learned. 

	■ By first and second grade, you’ll probably invite children to choose 

for themselves many of the books in their bins and baggies. At the 

same time, you’ll regularly add decodable books to their bins and 

baggies, so that they can continue to receive lots of practice with the 

phonics they have been taught. 

	■ Because the Jump Rope Readers offer engaging plot lines and 

natural-sounding language, they set children up to practice com-

prehension and fluency work in addition to decoding.
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Like all decodable books, the Jump Rope Readers start off simple, then 

gradually grow in complexity as more phonics content is added. The 

books follow a scope and sequence of letter-sound correspondences and 

high-frequency words that aligns with the phonics progression behind the 

Units of Study—and this same progression, or one quite similar to it, informs 

most other phonics programs as well.  

Within this progression, we don’t introduce every spelling pattern in the English 

language (there are over two hundred), rather we focus on those letter-sound 

correspondences that occur most frequently in print, providing kids with an 

efficient path toward more advanced reading. 

Overall, the scope and sequence offers a steady “ramp” into early trade books. 

By the time students have finished the last Jump Rope Reader, they’ll have lots 

of letter-sound correspondences under their belts, and they’ll be ready to tackle 

familiar series such as Fly Guy, Yasmin, Henry and Mudge, or Sofia Martinez. 

Ready, that is, for a deep dive into the wider world of children’s literature. 

Scope and Sequence
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JUMP ROPE READERS: SET A

Set A  ◆  Red Series (Box 1) 
Book 

Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  
or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

Read 
Aloud Tam and Nat

In Set A, the first book of each series is written to be read aloud to children. It introduces 
the central characters and their relationships using rich, literary language that is beyond 
what most students can decode on their own.

1 Tam and the Ants short a
m, t, n, s, ss and*, can*, is, like*, on*, see*, the

2 Tam and the Pan p —

3 Tam and Min short i —

4 Tam in the Sand d, g —

5

Tam and the Pigeon
When book titles feature non-decodable 
words such as “pigeon,” these words are 
story words featured in that book.

short o —

*	Words marked with an asterisk are phonetically regular but temporarily  
count as “irregular” because they contain letter-sound  
correspondences that haven’t yet been introduced.

Set A  ◆  Orange Series (Box 1)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  

or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

Read 
Aloud Ana and Abuela, The Artists — 

1 Ana in the Window c no*

2 Ana and Dad k, ck —

3 Ana’s Music r —

4 Ana and Pip short u so*

5 Ana’s Birthday h as, has, his

*	Words marked with an asterisk are phonetically regular but  
temporarily count as “irregular” because they contain  
letter-sound correspondences that  
haven’t yet been introduced.

Tam and the Pigeon

 

A pigeon got in! Aaaa!

by Michael Rae-Grant and Uyen Doan • illustrated by Joanne Lew-Vriethoff

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor

o
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 1 Tam and the Ants 2 Tam and the Pan 3 Tam and Min
 4 Tam in the Sand 5 Tam and the Pigeon

Red
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It is Ana’s birthday!

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Gareth Conway

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Ana’s
Birthday

BBOOKOOK
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 1 Ana in the Window  2 Ana and Dad
 3 Ana’s Music

 4 Ana and Pip
 5 Ana’s Birthday

Orange
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 1 Ana in the Window 

 2 Ana and Dad

 3 Ana’s Music

 4 Ana and Pip

 5 Ana’s Birthday

Orange

Ana and PipAna and Pip

Ana likes Pip, and 
Pip likes Ana. 
Ana and Pip play!

u

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Brenda Figueroa
Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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Rock music, 

trip music, and . . . 

rat music?

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Jennifer Naalchigar

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Ana’s
Music
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 1 Ana in the Window 

 2 Ana and Dad

 3 Ana’s Music

 4 Ana and Pip

 5 Ana’s Birthday

Orange
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 1 Ana in the Window 

 2 Ana and Dad

 3 Ana’s Music

 4 Ana and Pip

 5 Ana’s Birthday

Orange

Ana and Dad tap. 

Pip the cat is mad.

c

Ana in
 the  

WindowAna in
 the

Window

BBOOKOOK
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by Angela Báez • illustrated by Adriana Juárez Puglisi

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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Ana likes Dad, 

and Dad likes Ana.

BBOOKOOK
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Ana
and Dad

 

 1 Ana in the Window 

 2 Ana and Dad

 3 Ana’s Music

 4 Ana and Pip

 5 Ana’s Birthday

Orange
by Angela Báez • illustrated by Barbara Bongini

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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Tam digs in the sand . . . and sees a crab!

BBOOKOOK
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by Michael Rae-Grant and Uyen Doan • illustrated by Tammie LyonLucy Calkins, Series Editor

 

 1 Tam and the Ants
 2 Tam and the Pan
 3 Tam and Min
 4 Tam in the Sand
 5 Tam and the Pigeon

Red

d g

Tam
in the Sand
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 1 Tam and the Ants

 2 Tam and the Pan

 3 Tam and Min

 4 Tam in the Sand

 5 Tam and the Pigeon

Red

Tam’s baseball 

is in a pit!

BBOOKOOK
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Tam
and Min

by Michael Rae-Grant and Uyen Doan • illustrated by Jon Davis

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor
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Ana is always creating things. While Papi is at 

work, Ana starts her newest project at Abuela’s 

apartment. But when she gets sick, will Ana be 

able to finish?

Achoo

Orange

 1 Ana in the Window 

 2 Ana and Dad

 3 Ana’s Music

 4 Ana and Pip

 5 Ana’s Birthday

Ana and Abuela, The Artists

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Adriana Juárez Puglisi

Ana and Abuela
The Artists

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

CALK_GK_RA_O_AnaAbuela_COV_PPDF.indd   Custom HCALK_GK_RA_O_AnaAbuela_COV_PPDF.indd   Custom H 4/25/22   9:54 AM4/25/22   9:54 AM

A TV, a pan,

and a raccoon . . .

 

 1 Tam and the Ants

 2 Tam and the Pan

 3 Tam and Min

 4 Tam in the Sand

 5 Tam and the Pigeon

Red

p

Tam
and the Pan

BBOOKOOK

22

by Michael Rae-Grant and Uyen Doan • illustrated by Charlotte Cotterill

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor

CALK_GK_DR_R_BK2_TamPan_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
CALK_GK_DR_R_BK2_TamPan_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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 1 Tam and the Ants

 2 Tam and the Pan

 3 Tam and Min

 4 Tam in the Sand

 5 Tam and the Pigeon

Red

BBOOKOOK

11

Nat sat on a mat. 

The ants sat on NAT!

and t
he AntsTam

m
at

n s

by Michael Rae-Grant and Uyen Doan • illustrated by Joanne Lew-Vriethoff

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor

CALK_GK_DR_R_BK1_TamAndAnts_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_R_BK1_TamAndAnts_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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 1 Tam and the Ants

 2 Tam and the Pan

 3 Tam and Min

 4 Tam in the Sand

 5 Tam and the Pigeon

Tam and Nat

Red

In the summer, Tam spends every day  

with her neighbor Nat. Today Tam and Nat 

are going to the park. But Tam accidentally 

causes a big pile of trouble along the way . . .

by Michael Rae-Grant and Uyen Doan  

illustrated by Joanne Lew-Vriethoff

Tam and Nat

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor

CALK_GK_RA_R_TamNat_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_GK_RA_R_TamNat_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 4/13/22   3:34 PM4/13/22   3:34 PM



8 Jump Rope Readers   ◆  Series Overview

Set A  ◆  Gold Series (Box 1)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  

or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

Read 
Aloud Dino Chase —

1 Nick and the Fossil b of, too*

2 Camping Is the Best short e says

3 Nick Can Go Fast f, ff for*, go*, to

4 Halmoni’s Plants l, ll look*

5 Nick and Dad at the Zoo z, zz —

*	Words marked with an asterisk are phonetically  
regular but temporarily count as “irregular”  
because they contain letter-sound  
correspondences that haven’t  
yet been introduced.

Set A  ◆  Green Series (Box 2)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  

or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

Read 
Aloud Sunday Lunch — 

1 Sam and His Doll j be*, he*, me* 

2 Sam and the Kids v — 

3 Sam and the Fish w was 

4 Sam the Cook y you 

5 Sam Is Six x — 

*	Words marked with an asterisk are phonetically  
regular but temporarily count as “irregular”  
because they contain letter-sound  
correspondences that haven’t  
yet been introduced.

 

 1 Nick and the Fossil 

 2 Camping Is the Best

 3 Nick Can Go Fast

 4 Halmoni’s Plants

 5 Nick and Dad at the Zoo

Gold

BBOOKOOK

44

Halmoni’s Plants

l ll

Halmoni has lots  
and lots of plants.
Can Nick and Cass help?

by Elizabeth Franco 
illustrated by Veronica Montoya

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Halmoni’s Plants

CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK4_Halmoni_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK4_Halmoni_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/21/22   11:55 AM4/21/22   11:55 AM

by Katrina Davino • illustrated by John Lund

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

BBOOKOOK

33

Sam and the Fish

Sam and the kids 

go to a pond. 

Look! A f ish!  

Will Sam get it?

Sam and the Fish

w 

 1 Sam and His Doll

 2 Sam and the Kids

 3 Sam and the Fish

 4 Sam the Cook

 5 Sam Is Six

Green

CALK_GK_DR_GR_BK3_SamFish_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_GK_DR_GR_BK3_SamFish_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 5/3/22   10:37 AM5/3/22   10:37 AM

BBOOKOOK

44

the Cook
Sam

Sam likes to cook
for his mom and dad.
Yum! Yum! Yum!

y

Sam
the Cook

by Katrina Davino • illustrated by Katarina Gasko
Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Sam and His Doll

 2 Sam and the Kids

 3 Sam and the Fish

 4 Sam the Cook

 5 Sam Is Six

Green

CALK_GK_DR_Gr_BK4_SamCook_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
CALK_GK_DR_Gr_BK4_SamCook_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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 1 Nick and the Fossil 

 2 Camping Is the Best

 3 Nick Can Go Fast

 4 Halmoni’s Plants

 5 Nick and Dad at the Zoo

Gold

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Violet Lemay

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

BBOOKOOK

33

Nick C
an Go Fast

f f f

Nick likes to run.

Nick likes his scooter.

Nick likes to go fast!

Nick C
an Go Fast

CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK3_NickFast_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK3_NickFast_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 4/21/22   1:00 PM4/21/22   1:00 PM

v

BBOOKOOK
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Sam and the Kids

Em has a dog.

Jon has a cat.

And Sam is the vet!

Sam and the Kids

by Katrina Davino • illustrated by Srimalie Bassani

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
 

 1 Sam and His Doll

 2 Sam and the Kids

 3 Sam and the Fish

 4 Sam the Cook

 5 Sam Is Six

Green

CALK_GK_DR_GR_BK2_SamKids_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_GK_DR_GR_BK2_SamKids_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 5/3/22   9:31 AM5/3/22   9:31 AM

 

 

Nick digs and digs.

It is a
 big fossil!

BBOOKOOK

11

b

 1 Nick and the Fossil 

 2 Camping Is the Best

 3 Nick Can Go Fast

 4 Halmoni’s Plants

 5 Nick and Dad at the Zoo

Gold

Nic
k and 

the Fossil
Nic

k and 
the Fossil

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Toshiki Nakamura

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK1_Nick_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK1_Nick_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/21/22   2:47 PM
4/21/22   2:47 PM

 

 1 Nick and the Fossil 

 2 Camping Is the Best

 3 Nick Can Go Fast

 4 Halmoni’s Plants

 5 Nick and Dad at the Zoo

Gold

BBOOKOOK

22

Camping 
Is the Best

Nick is camping.

It is so fun!

Camping 
Is the Best

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Laura Zarrin

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

e

CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK2_Camping_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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Sam and His Doll

by Katrina Davino • illustrated by Nadja Sarell

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Sam and His Doll

 

 1 Sam and His Doll

 2 Sam and the Kids

 3 Sam and the Fish

 4 Sam the Cook

 5 Sam Is Six

Green

BBOOKOOK

11

j

Sam gets jam on his doll.

Ack! Can Dad help?

CALK_GK_DR_GR_BK1_SamDoll_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
CALK_GK_DR_GR_BK1_SamDoll_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

5/3/22   9:17 AM5/3/22   9:17 AM

 

 1 Nick and the Fossil 
 2 Camping Is the Best

 3 Nick Can Go Fast 4 Halmoni’s Plants 5 Nick and Dad at the Zoo

Gold

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Udayana Lugo

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

BBOOKOOK

55

Nick and Dadat the Zoo

zz
z

Nick and Dad go to the zoo.

Buzz, buzz, buzz!
Nick sees LOTS of bugs!

at the Zoo

Nick and Dad

CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK5_NickZoo_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_GL_BK5_NickZoo_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/21/22   9:24 AM

4/21/22   9:24 AM

BBOOKOOK

55Sam Is Six
Sam is six! So Sam gets a box.

And in the box is . . .

Sam Is Six

x

by Katrina Davino • illustrated by Sarah Hoyle

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Sam and His Doll 2 Sam and the Kids 3 Sam and the Fish 4 Sam the Cook 5 Sam Is Six

Green

CALK_GK_DR_Gr_BK5_SamSix_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_Gr_BK5_SamSix_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

5/3/22   2:06 PM
5/3/22   2:06 PM

Sunday Lunch
by Katrina Davino • illustrated by Nadja Sarell

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Every Sunday, Sam and his cousins  

have a blast playing with their dolls.

But this Sunday, Sam’s cousin Jon suddenly 

announces that he doesn’t want to play anymore . . .

Will the cousins be able to save Sunday lunch?

 1 Sam and His Doll

 2 Sam and the Kids

 3 Sam and the Fish

 4 Sam the Cook

 5 Sam Is Six

Sunday Lunch

Green

CALK_GK_RA_GR_Sunday_COV_PPDF.indd   1-3CALK_GK_RA_GR_Sunday_COV_PPDF.indd   1-3 5/4/22   9:21 AM5/4/22   9:21 AM

 1 Nick and the Fossil 

 2 Camping Is the Best

 3 Nick Can Go Fast

 4 Halmoni’s Plants

 5 Nick and Dad at the Zoo

Dino Chase

Gold

Nick loves daydreaming and telling stories and . . . dinosaurs! 

When his little sister Cass accidentally knocks over a detailed 

dinosaur scene that he worked so hard to create, Nick gets 

madder than a T-Rex! Watch out! Here comes an angry

Brothersaurus on the loose!

Dino ChaseDino Chase

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Toshiki Nakamura

CALK_GK_RA_GL_DinoChase_COV_PPDF.indd   1-3CALK_GK_RA_GL_DinoChase_COV_PPDF.indd   1-3 4/21/22   8:30 AM4/21/22   8:30 AM
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Set A  ◆  Blue Series (Box 2)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  

or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

Read 
Aloud Picture Day — 

1 Lalin at the Market qu she* 

2 The Big Parade CV words ending in -e — 

3 Let’s Cook! CV words ending in -o —

4 It’s Grann! Y can stand for / ı̄ / at the end of a one-
syllable word 

— 

5 Lalin’s Sleepover ch do 

*	Words marked with an asterisk are phonetically regular  
but temporarily count as “irregular” because they  
contain letter-sound correspondences  
that haven’t yet been introduced.

Set A  ◆  Purple Series (Box 2)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  

or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

Read 
Aloud The First Hug — 

1 Nano sh — 

2 A Pup Like Fox th (unvoiced) — 

3 Mom and I th (voiced) — 

4 The Wedding ng — 

5 So Cute wh —

BBOOKOOK

44It’s Grann!

CV words with -y

Grann got on a jet
to see Lalin!

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir • illustrated by Angela C. Hawkins
Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

It’s Grann!

 

 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Blue

CALK_GK_DR_B_BK4_ItsGrann_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
CALK_GK_DR_B_BK4_ItsGrann_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/28/22   10:03 AM4/28/22   10:03 AM
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CV words with -o

Lalin helps Mom cook

the griot and the rice.

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir • illustrated by Yulia Gorkina

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Let’s Cook!Let’s Cook!

 

 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Blue

CALK_GK_DR_B_BK3_LetsCook_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_GK_DR_B_BK3_LetsCook_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 4/27/22   4:57 PM4/27/22   4:57 PM

Lali
n at t

he Market

Lalin is at a market . . . 

but she gets lost!

BBOOKOOK

11

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

qu

Lali
n at t

he Market

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir • illustrated by Shearry Malone

 

 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Blue

CALK_GK_DR_B_BK1_LalinMark_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_B_BK1_LalinMark_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/27/22   12:29 PM
4/27/22   12:29 PM

 

 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Blue

BBOOKOOK

22

The B
ig Parade

CV words with -e

22

Lalin is at a big parade.

And look! Lalin is IN  

the big parade!

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir • illustrated by Helen Flook

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

The B
ig Parade

CALK_GK_DR_B_BK2_BigParade_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
CALK_GK_DR_B_BK2_BigParade_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/27/22   1:45 PM4/27/22   1:45 PM

Lalin’s
Sleepover

Lalin’s
Sleepover

 

 1 Lalin at the Market 2 The Big Parade 3 Let’s Cook
 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Blue

BBOOKOOK

55

ch

Lalin has a sleepover.It is so much fun!

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir • illustrated by Mike Deas

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

CALK_GK_DR_B_BK5_LalinSleep_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_B_BK5_LalinSleep_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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 1 Nano
 2 A Pup Like Fox 3 Mom and I 4 The Wedding 5 So Cute

Purple

wh

Imran sees his cousin, Hamdan. 

Mom says Hamdan is so cute. 

Imran says he is such a brat!

BBOOKOOK
55

So Cute

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

by Hareem Atif Khan  
illustrated by Patrick Corrigan

CALK_GK_DR_P_BK5_SoCute_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_P_BK5_SoCute_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/21/22   11:33 AM

4/21/22   11:33 AM

by Hareem Atif Khan • illustrated by Lisa Hunt
Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

th, voiced

Imran helps Mom 
do lots of jobs.
Then Mom helps  
Imran do yoga!

BBOOKOOK

33

Mom
and I

 

 1 Nano

 2 A Pup Like Fox

 3 Mom and I

 4 The Wedding

 5 So Cute

Purple

CALK_GK_DR_P_BK3_MomAndI_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
CALK_GK_DR_P_BK3_MomAndI_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/21/22   11:27 AM4/21/22   11:27 AM

Imran and Sam do tricks

with Fox the pup. But . . . ACK!

Fox jumps in a trash can!

BBOOKOOK

22

th, unvoiced

by Hareem Atif Khan • illustrated by Neha Rawat

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

A Pup Like Fox

 

 1 Nano

 2 A Pup Like Fox

 3 Mom and I

 4 The Wedding

 5 So Cute

Purple

CALK_GK_DR_P_BK2_PupLikeFox_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_GK_DR_P_BK2_PupLikeFox_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 4/21/22   11:08 AM4/21/22   11:08 AM

 

 1 Nano

 2 A Pup Like Fox

 3 Mom and I

 4 The Wedding

 5 So Cute

Purple

BBOOKOOK

11

sh

Imran is on a trip 

to see his Nano. 

She is so much fun!

by Hareem Atif Khan • illustrated by Anjan Sarkar

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Nan
o

CALK_GK_DR_P_BK1_Nano_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_P_BK1_Nano_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/29/22   10:06 AM
4/29/22   10:06 AM

by Hareem Atif Khan • illustrated by Lesley Danson
Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Imran has to goto a big, long wedding.But . . . will it be fun?

BBOOKOOK

44The Wedding

 

 1 Nano

 2 A Pup Like Fox
 3 Mom and I

 4 The Wedding
 5 So Cute

Purple

ng
CALK_GK_DR_P_BK4_TheWedding_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_GK_DR_P_BK4_TheWedding_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/21/22   11:29 AM
4/21/22   11:29 AM 1 Nano

 2 A Pup Like Fox

 3 Mom and I

 4 The Wedding

 5 So Cute

The First Hug

Purple

Imran’s grandmother lives far, far away. 

Each week he chats with her on the computer. 

This week he has a special surprise for her. 

It involves packing a suitcase 

and flying across the ocean, 

to a place where the weather is different, 

the language is different, 

but one warm smile is just the same!

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

by Hareem Atif Khan • illustrated by Anjan Sarkar

CALK_GK_RA_P_FirstHug_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_GK_RA_P_FirstHug_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 4/29/22   11:22 AM4/29/22   11:22 AM

Blue

 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook!

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Picture Day

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Picture 
Day

Lalin can’t wait for school Picture 

Day. She can’t wait to send 

a picture of herself to all her 

relatives who live in Haiti, far 

away. But . . . uh-oh! What will 

happen when Picture Day comes 

sooner than expected? What will 

happen when Lalin arrives at 

school and realizes that Picture 

Day is today?

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir

illustrated by Shearry Malone

Picture 
Day

CALK_GK_RA_B_PicDay_COV_PPDF.indd   1-3CALK_GK_RA_B_PicDay_COV_PPDF.indd   1-3 4/28/22   12:13 PM4/28/22   12:13 PM



10 Jump Rope Readers   ◆  Series Overview

JUMP ROPE READERS: SET B

Set B  ◆  Grape Series (Box 1)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  

or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

1 The Big Hair Cut — her*, your 

2 Let’s Dance! — into, they 

3 Muffin — are 

4 What Stinks? n(k) what 

5 The Big, Big Mess tch full, pull, put 

6 Red on Red Kicks a(l, ll) want 

*	Words marked with an asterisk are phonetically regular but  
temporarily count as “irregular” because they contain letter-sound  
correspondences that haven’t yet been introduced.

by Sarah Mann • illustrated by Eva Morales

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 The Big Hair Cut 2 Let’s Dance
 3 Muffin

 4 What Stinks?
 5 The Big, Big Mess 6 Red on Red Kicks

Grape

BBOOKOOK

Alex has old kicksthat are too small for him.
And then he sees his  pal’s red on red kicks.

Red on Red Kicks
66

a(l, ll)
CALK_G1_DR_GP_BK6_RedKicks_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_G1_DR_GP_BK6_RedKicks_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/20/22   9:21 AM
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by Jepilyn Matthis • illustrated by Pauline Ts'o

BBOOKOOK

Come take a lookat life on a farm!

Life on a Farm
66

e_e

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 This Is Liann
 2 Big Steps

 3 The Long Drive 4 The City
 5 Friends and Fun 6 Life on a Farm

Blueberry

CALK_G1_DR_BB_BK6_LifeonFarm_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_G1_DR_BB_BK6_LifeonFarm_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/25/22   7:52 AM
4/25/22   7:52 AM

by Sarah Mann • illustrated by Felicia Whaley

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 The Big Hair Cut 2 Let’s Dance
 3 Muffin

 4 What Stinks?
 5 The Big, Big Mess 6 Red on Red Kicks

Grape

BBOOKOOK

“What can we do?” asks Jazmin.

“Let’s be witches!” says Roz.
But will Mom be OK with it?

The Big, Big Mess
The Big, Big Mess

55

tch
CALK_G1_DR_GP_BK5_BigBigMess_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_G1_DR_GP_BK5_BigBigMess_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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 1 This Is Liann
 2 Big Steps

 3 The Long Drive 4 The City
 5 Friends and Fun 6 Life on a Farm

Blueberry

BBOOKOOK

Liann hopes she will make
some friends at school. Will she?

55

u_e

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

by Jepilyn Matthis • illustrated by Nadia Hsieh

Friends and Fun

CALK_G1_DR_BB_BK5_FriendsFun_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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 1 The Big Hair Cut

 2 Let’s Dance

 3 Muffin

 4 What Stinks?

 5 The Big, Big Mess

 6 Red on Red Kicks

Grape

BBOOKOOK

Yuck! What stinks?

Is it a trash can?

No, it’s Tevin!

What Stinks?What Stinks?
44

n(k)

by Sarah Mann • illustrated by Miriam Serafin

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

CALK_G1_DR_GP_BK4_WhatStinks_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_G1_DR_GP_BK4_WhatStinks_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 4/20/22   9:14 AM4/20/22   9:14 AM

Liann gets to the big city

at last! But will it be

an OK home for her?

by Jepilyn Matthis • illustrated by Maurie Manning

BBOOKOOK

44

The City

o_e
Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 This Is Liann

 2 Big Steps

 3 The Long Drive

 4 The City

 5 Friends and Fun

 6 Life on a Farm

Blueberry

CALK_G1_DR_BB_BK4_TheCity_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_G1_DR_BB_BK4_TheCity_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 4/21/22   8:58 AM4/21/22   8:58 AM

by Sarah Mann • illustrated by Keenon Ferrell

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

BBOOKOOK

Jazmin has had her dog 

Muffin for so long.

Muffin is the best!

Muffin
33

review
 

 1 The Big Hair Cut

 2 Let’s Dance

 3 Muffin

 4 What Stinks?

 5 The Big, Big Mess

 6 Red on Red Kicks

Grape

CALK_G1_DR_GP_BK3_Muffin_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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 1 This Is Liann

 2 Big Steps

 3 The Long Drive

 4 The City

 5 Friends and Fun

 6 Life on a Farm

Blueberry

BBOOKOOK

Liann is on a long drive

to the big city.

What things will she see

as she drives along?

The Long Drive
33

i_e

by Jepilyn Matthis • illustrated by Jenn Morris

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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BBOOKOOK

Alex drags Jazmin

to his hip-hop class.

Then, Jazmin drags Alex

to go dance with the big kids!

22

review

Let’s DanceLet’s Dance

by Sarah Mann • illustrated by Rachel Moss

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 The Big Hair Cut

 2 Let’s Dance

 3 Muffin

 4 What Stinks?

 5 The Big, Big Mess

 6 Red on Red Kicks

Grape

CALK_G1_DR_GP_BK2_LetsDance_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

CALK_G1_DR_GP_BK2_LetsDance_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2

4/20/22   11:56 AM
4/20/22   11:56 AM

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 This Is Liann

 2 Big Steps

 3 The Long Drive

 4 The City

 5 Friends and Fun

 6 Life on a Farm

Blueberry

BBOOKOOK

Mom gets a big job . . .

and Liann has to move.

22

 Big Steps

a_e

by Jepilyn Matthis • illustrated by Grace Zong
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Grape

BBOOKOOK

11

Jazmin has to get

a BIG hair cut.

Will sh
e like it?

review
 1 The Big Hair C

ut

 2 Let’s D
ance

 3 Muffin

 4 What Stinks?

 5 The Big, Big Mess

 6 Red on Red Kicks

by Sarah Mann • illustra
ted by Felicia Whaley

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 Th
e Big

 Hair Cut

 Th
e Big

 Hair Cut
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Blueberry

 1 This Is
 Liann

 2 Big Steps

 3 The Long Drive

 4 The City

 5 Friends and Fun

 6 Life on a Farm

Liann likes to toss a
 ball

to her pet dog. And she likes

to toss sl
op to her pet pigs!

BBOOKOOK

11

compound words

by Jepilyn Matthis • illustra
ted by Grace Zong

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

This
 Is Liann
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Set B  ◆  Blueberry Series (Box 1)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  

or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

1 This Is Liann compound words from 

2 Big Steps a_e have 

3 The Long Drive i_e give, live 

4 The City o_e come, done, some 

5 Friends and Fun u_e use 

6 Life on a Farm e_e here, there, where 
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Set B  ◆  Lime Series (Box 1)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  

or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

1 Edwin and Abuelo, Detectives for Hire possessives 
inflectional endings -es and -ing love 

2 The Case of the Lost Ring inflectional ending -ed said 

3 The Mystery of the Missing Name Tag contractions with is and not does, don’t, won’t 

4 The Case of the Lost Dog contractions with am and has — 

5 The Case of the Trashed Courtyard closed-syllable exceptions -ind, -ild,   
-old, -olt, -ost 

— 

6 The Mystery of the Missing Glasses Y can stand for /ē / at the end of a 
word with two or more syllables any, very 

Set B  ◆  Lemon Series (Box 2)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences  

or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

1 Frank and Dave ea, ee 
drop silent E rule been 

2 Frank Follows the Rules ai, ay again, always 

3 Frank Defends His Home oa, ow can stand for /ō/ goes, know 

4 Frank’s Late Night Snack igh one 

5 Where Does the Trash Go? ew, oo (short and long) school, two, who 

6 Frank Picks Up consonant -LE blue

 

 1 Edwin and Abuelo, Detectives for Hire

 2 The Case of the Lost Ring

 3 The Mystery of the Missing Name Tag

 4 The Case of the Lost Dog

 5 The Case of the Trashed Courtyard

 6 The Mystery of the Missing Glasses

Lime

BBOOKOOK

The  Mystery of

The  Mystery ofthe  Missing Glasses

the  Missing Glasses

Abuelo lost his glasses!

Can Edwin solve the mystery 

all by himself?

66

-y = /ē /

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Christine Grove

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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BBOOKOOK

Frank can’t wait to snag
some yummy trash bitsat the park. So, when he sees

people picking them up,
he gets mad, mad, mad!

66

consonant -le

by Michael Rae-Grant • illustrated by Steve Cox
Lucy Calkins, Series Editor

  Frank Picks Up

 

 1 Frank and Dave 2 Frank Follows the Rules 3 Frank Defends His Home 4 Frank’s Late Night Snack 5 Where Does the Trash Go?
 6 Frank Picks Up

Lemon

CALK_G1_DR_LE_BK6_PicksUp_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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by Angela Báez • illustrated by Tracy Nishimura Bishop

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Edwin and Abuelo, Detectives for Hire

 2 The Case of the Lost Ring
 3 The Mystery of the Missing Name Tag

 4 The Case of the Lost Dog 5 The Case of the Trashed Courtyard

 6 The Mystery of the Missing Glasses

Lime

BBOOKOOKThe Case of theTrashed Courtyard
The courtyard is full of trash!

Where did it come from?
Edwin and Abuelo are on the case.

55

-ild -ind
-old -olt -ost

The Case of theTrashed Courtyard
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BBOOKOOK

Whew! Picking up the trash
is a big, big job.But where does it all go?

55  Where Does theTrash Go?

 1 Frank and Dave 2 Frank Follows the Rules 3 Frank Defends His Home 4 Frank’s Late Night Snack 5 Where Does the Trash Go?
 6 Frank Picks Up

Lemon

oo ew

by Michael Rae-Grant • illustrated by John Nez
Lucy Calkins, Series Editor
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 1 Edwin and Abuelo, Detectives for Hire

 2 The Case of the Lost Ring

 3 The Mystery of the Missing Name Tag

 4 The Case of the Lost Dog

 5 The Case of the Trashed Courtyard

 6 The Mystery of the Missing Glasses

Lime

BBOOKOOK

Clive’s dog is lost!

(But it’s not what you think.)

Can Detectives Edwin  

and Abuelo help?

44

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Cynthia Barrera

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

the Lost Dog
The Case ofThe Case of

the Lost Dog

contractions with am, has
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BBOOKOOK

Snack
Frank and Dave go

for a late night snack.

But things get wild when

Frank eats a nasty cupcake.

44

Frank’s

      
Late Night

igh

by Michael Rae-Grant • illustrated by Alex Paterson

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor
 

 1 Frank and Dave

 2 Frank Follows the Rules

 3 Frank Defends His Home

 4 Frank’s Late Night Snack

 5 Where Does the Trash Go?

 6 Frank Picks Up

Lemon

CALK_G1_DR_LE_BK4_NightSnack_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2CALK_G1_DR_LE_BK4_NightSnack_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2 4/19/22   4:13 PM4/19/22   4:13 PM

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Wendy Leach

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Edwin and Abuelo, Detectives for Hire

 2 The Case of the Lost Ring

 3 The Mystery of the Missing Name Tag

 4 The Case of the Lost Dog

 5 The Case of the Trashed Courtyard

 6 The Mystery of the Missing Glasses

Lime

BBOOKOOK

Luz’s name tag is missing.

It’s a mystery!

Edwin and Abuelo

are on the case.

33

contractions with is, not

The Mystery of

the
 Missing Name Tag
The Mystery of

the
 Missing Name Tag
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BBOOKOOK

When Dave is at his job,

Frank has to defend the home

from the mailman, from the 

trash truck, and from . . . whoa! 

What is that?

33

oa ow

Frank Defends
His Home

by Michael Rae-Grant • illustrated by Cherie Zamazing

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor

 

 1 Frank and Dave

 2 Frank Follows the Rules

  3 Frank Defends His Home

 4 Frank’s Late Night Snack

 5 Where Does the Trash Go?

 6 Frank Picks Up

Lemon

CALK_G1_DR_LE_BK3_HisHome_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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 1 Edwin and Abuelo, Detectives for Hire

 2 The Case of the Lost Ring

 3 The Mystery of the Missing Name Tag

 4 The Case of the Lost Dog

 5 The Case of the Trashed Courtyard

 6 The Mystery of the Missing Glasses

Lime

BBOOKOOK

Ann’s ring is lost.

Detectives Edwin  

and Abuelo

are on the case!

22

-ed

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Elif Balta Parks

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

The Case of

the Lost Ring
The Case of

the Lost Ring

CALK_G1_DR_LI_BK2_LostRing_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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 1 Frank and Dave

 2 Frank Follows the Rules

 3 Frank Defends His Home

 4 Frank’s Late Night Snack

 5 Where Does the Trash Go?

 6 Frank Picks Up

BBOOKOOK

When you go on a walk,  

you must follow the rules  

of the street.

Is that easy for Frank?

No way! 

22

ai ay

by Michael Rae-Grant • illustrated by Renée Andriani

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor

the Rules
Frank 

Follows

Lemon
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by Angela Báez 

illustrated by Cynthia Barrera

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

BBOOKOOK

11

Edwin and his Abuelo are best pals.

When Edwin’s hat goes missing,

can Abuelo help?

Edw
in and A

buelo,
Edw

in and Abuelo,

Dete
ctives 

for Hire
Dete

ctives 
for Hire

's
-ing

-es

 

 1 Edwin and Abuelo, Detectives for Hire

 2 The Case of the Lost Ring

 3 The Mystery of the Missing Name Tag

 4 The Case of the Lost Dog

 5 The Case of the Trashed Courtyard

 6 The Mystery of the Missing Glasses

Lime

CALK_G1_DR_LI_BK1_Detectives_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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11
BBOOKOOK

Frank the dog loves to eat

sweet, sweet trash.

But his pal Dave won’t

just let h
im do that.

So Frank comes up with

a sneaky plan . . .

 Fran
k and Dave

ea ee

by Michael Rae-Grant • illustrated by Renée Andriani

Lucy Calkins, Series Editor

 1 Frank and Dave

 2 Frank Follows the Rules

 3 Frank Defends His Home

 4 Frank’s Late Night Snack

 5 Where Does the Trash Go?

 6 Frank Picks Up

Lemon
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12 Jump Rope Readers   ◆  Series Overview

Set B  ◆  Tangerine Series (Box 2)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences 

 or Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

1 Ida and Jake and the Scooter ar 
ea can stand for /ĕ/ or /ā/ 

could, should, would 

2 Ida and Jake Hunt for Treasure! or before 

3 Ida and Jake’s Game Night er 
inflectional endings -er and -est were 

4 Ida and Jake Save the Parade ir, ur their 

5 Ida and Jake Do Not Like Babies! soft G, -dge 
Y can stand for / ĭ / — 

6 Ida and Jake Versus Mister Plant soft C — 

Set B  ◆  Raspberry Series (Box 2)

Book 
Number Title New Letter-Sound Correspondences or 

Phonics Concepts New Irregular High-Frequency Words

1 Soojin Draws a Story 
ou and ow can stand for the “ow” 
sound, like in “owl” 
change Y to I rule 

our 

2 Soojin Dives In oi, oy — 

3 Soojin’s Close Call au, aw — 

4 Soojin Stands Out multisyllabic words with closed 
syllables — 

5 Soojin Blasts Off multisyllabic words with closed and 
open syllables 

— 

6 Soojin Is Stuck Inside multisyllabic words with schwa — 

 

 1 Ida and Jake and the Scooter
 2 Ida and Jake Hunt for Treasure!

 3 Ida and Jake’s Game Night
 4 Ida and Jake Save the Parade

 5 Ida and Jake Do Not Like Babies!
 6 Ida and Jake Versus Mister Plant

Tangerine

BBOOKOOK

Ida and Jake land on a new planet

where they meet Mister Plant.
Is he a nice dude?

 Ida and JakeVersus
     Mister Plant

66

soft c

by Katy Wischow • illustrated by Peter Francis

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Husna Aghaniya

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

BBOOKOOK

Rain, rain, go away!Soojin has been stuck inside
all weekend. But don’t worry . . . 

she and her unnie, Yoojin,
have a fun day after all.

66

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Husna Aghaniya

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

multisyllabic words with schwa

Soojin
Is Stuck Inside

Soojin
Is Stuck Inside

 

 1 Soojin Draws a Story 2 Soojin Dives In 3 Soojin’s Close Call 4 Soojin Stands Out 5 Soojin Blasts Off 6 Soojin Is Stuck Inside

Raspberry

CALK_G1_DR_RB_BK6_Stuck_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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BBOOKOOK

Ida’s moms have big news
for her: she is going to be

a big sister! But what will
Ida think of that?

       Ida and JakeDo Not Like Babies!

55

soft g -dge y = / ı̆/ by Katy Wischow • illustrated by Nathalie Beauvois

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Ida and Jake and the Scooter
 2 Ida and Jake Hunt for Treasure!

 3 Ida and Jake’s Game Night
 4 Ida and Jake Save the Parade

 5 Ida and Jake Do Not Like Babies!
 6 Ida and Jake Versus Mister Plant

Tangerine

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Mirella Mariani

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Soojin Draws a Story 2 Soojin Dives In 3 Soojin’s Close Call 4 Soojin Stands Out 5 Soojin Blasts Off 6 Soojin Is Stuck Inside

Raspberry

BBOOKOOK

Life on Earth is no fun,
so Soojin decides to blast off!

Will things be any better in space?

55

open and closed syllables

multisyllabic words with

Blasts Off

SoojinSoojin
Blasts Off
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 1 Ida and Jake and the Scooter

 2 Ida and Jake Hunt for Treasure!

 3 Ida and Jake’s Game Night

 4 Ida and Jake Save the Parade

 5 Ida and Jake Do Not Like Babies!

 6 Ida and Jake Versus Mister Plant

Tangerine

BBOOKOOK

Uncle Drew gave Ida

a big job to do

at the Pride parade.

The whole parade can’t start

until Ida does her job. Uh-oh . . . 

Ida and Jake
Save the Parade

44

ir ur

by Katy Wischow • illustrated by Subi Bosa

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Soojin Draws a Story

 2 Soojin Dives In

 3 Soojin’s Close Call

 4 Soojin Stands Out

 5 Soojin Blasts Off

 6 Soojin Is Stuck Inside

Raspberry

BBOOKOOK

Soojin
Stands Out

Every kid has grilled cheese 

for lunch, except Soojin.

“Will I stand out?” she thinks.

Maybe she will.

But what’s so bad about that?

44

closed syllables

multisyllabic words with

Soojin
Stands Out

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Lilia Miceli

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors
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 1 Ida and Jake and the Scooter

 2 Ida and Jake Hunt for Treasure!

 3 Ida and Jake’s Game Night

 4 Ida and Jake Save the Parade

 5 Ida and Jake Do Not Like Babies!

 6 Ida and Jake Versus Mister Plant

Tangerine

BBOOKOOK

It’s game night!

Jake wants to do a puzzle,

but Ida hates puzzles.

Will she be a good sport?

 Ida and Jake’s

     G
ame Night

33

by Katy Wischow • illustrated by Elisa Rocchi

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

er

BBOOKOOK

Hurry up!

Soojin and her sister race

to catch the subway train.

Darn! It was a close call,

but they just missed it.

Now what?

33

au aw

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Kristin Sorra

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Soojin’s
Close Call
Soojin’s
Close Call

 

 1 Soojin Draws a Story

 2 Soojin Dives In

 3 Soojin’s Close Call

 4 Soojin Stands Out

 5 Soojin Blasts Off

 6 Soojin Is Stuck Inside

Raspberry

CALK_G1_DR_RB_BK3_CloseCall_COV_PPDF.indd   1-2
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BBOOKOOK

It’s a stormy, gray day.

Ida and Jake are very bored,

so they go on a treasure hunt.

A very wild treasure hunt. 

 Ida and Jake

Hunt
 for Treasure!

22

or

by Katy Wischow • illustrated by Yoss Sanchez

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Ida and Jake and the Scooter

 2 Ida and Jake Hunt for Treasure!

 3 Ida and Jake’s Game Night

 4 Ida and Jake Save the Parade

 5 Ida and Jake Do Not Like Babies!

 6 Ida and Jake Versus Mister Plant

Tangerine

 

 1 Soojin Draws a Story

 2 Soojin Dives In

 3 Soojin’s Close Call

 4 Soojin Stands Out

 5 Soojin Blasts Off

 6 Soojin Is Stuck Inside

Raspberry

BBOOKOOK

Soojin and her big sister Yoojin

are at the beach. It’s boiling hot, 

and the water looks nice and cool.

But Soojin is too scared to go in.

22

oi oy

Soojin
Dives In

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Rea Zhai

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Soojin
Dives In
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BBOOKOOK

11

Ida wants to be just like Jo.

She wants to be a cool big kid.

She wants to do cool scooter tricks.

But it’s n
ot so easy.

Ida and Jake

and
 the Scooter

ar

by Katy Wischow • illustrated by Subi Bosa

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

 

 1 Ida and Jake and the Scooter

 2 Ida and Jake Hunt for Treasure!

 3 Ida and Jake’s Game Night

 4 Ida and Jake Save the Parade

 5 Ida and Jake Do Not Like Babies!

 6 Ida and Jake Versus Mister Plant

Tangerine
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 1 Soojin Draws a Story

 2 Soojin Dives In

 3 Soojin’s Close Call

 4 Soojin Stands Out

 5 Soojin Blasts Off

 6 Soojin Is Stuck Inside

Raspberry

BBOOKOOK

11

Soojin loves d
rawing  

but NOT writing.

When her teacher asks her

to write a whole 
story,

what will she do?

ou ow

Soojin

Draw
s a Story

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Rea Zhai

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

Soojin

Draw
s a Story
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 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Blue

BBOOKOOK

22

The Big Parade

CV words with -e

22

Lalin is at a big parade.

And look! Lalin is IN  

the big parade!

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir • illustrated by Helen Flook

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

The Big Parade
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Take a Tour of a Jump Rope Reader
Each series stars 
a distinctive main 
character. In The Big 
Parade, the main 
character is Lalin, 
shown here on her 
father’s shoulders.

Kids will be eager 
to pick up the 
Jump Rope Readers 
because they look 
just like the books 
you see in libraries 
and stores. 



14 Jump Rope Readers   ◆  Series Overview

Read it!
Sound out the words  
and read them. 

Touch the letters  
and say the sounds.

Sound it!

. . .

Show your reader the cover and say, “This book is called The Big Parade. 
A parade is where people dance, march, and sing in a long line. Usually, 
you have a parade to celebrate something special. Do you see all the 
people marching in the parade? Look at the flags they’re waving! Let’s 
take a sneak peek and think about what might happen.” Turn the book 
over and read the blurb, or ask the child to. Invite the child to flip  
through the book and say what they think will happen.

“There are two story words in this book.” Point to the word parade  
on the cover. “The first word is parade. You say it! Point to parade and 
read it.”

Turn to page 13 and point to the word costume. “Here’s the second 
story word, costume. You say it! You can sound out the first part,  
/k/ /ŏ/ /s/ /t/ . . . cost. You try! Look at the beautiful costumes on this  
page. They are dressed up for the parade. Now, let’s read and find out 
what happens when Lalin and her family go to the big parade!”

beg

hen

be

he

a

ss

zz

x

i

ff

qu

u

Read the rhyme two times.

I am me,

and he is Ted.

“Can we be best pals?” he said.

Read the words and pick the one that matches the picture.

wet

we

mess

me

Read it!

pack quack

Read the words. Think of a new word that rhymes.
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A “Sound it!” activity 
reviews new and 
recently introduced 
letter-sound 
correspondences.

A “Read it!” activity 
offers a quick warm-up 
with decodable 
words featuring 
new letter-sound 
correspondences.  

The “Be a book buddy 
. . .” section provides 
guidance on how to 
introduce the book 
and any “story words” it 
contains. Story words 
are vivid, high-content 
words that are non-
decodable as far as kids 
are concerned, words 
like baseball, music, 
and parade. Including 
story words means that 
each book is slightly 
less “decodable,” but 
considerably more 
engaging, because with 
story words we are able 
to tell a wider variety 
of tales, using more 
precise and natural 
language.
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Read it!
Sound out the words  
and read them. 

Touch the letters  
and say the sounds.

Sound it!

. . .

Show your reader the cover and say, “This book is called The Big Parade. 
A parade is where people dance, march, and sing in a long line. Usually, 
you have a parade to celebrate something special. Do you see all the 
people marching in the parade? Look at the flags they’re waving! Let’s 
take a sneak peek and think about what might happen.” Turn the book 
over and read the blurb, or ask the child to. Invite the child to flip  
through the book and say what they think will happen.

“There are two story words in this book.” Point to the word parade  
on the cover. “The first word is parade. You say it! Point to parade and 
read it.”

Turn to page 13 and point to the word costume. “Here’s the second 
story word, costume. You say it! You can sound out the first part,  
/k/ /ŏ/ /s/ /t/ . . . cost. You try! Look at the beautiful costumes on this  
page. They are dressed up for the parade. Now, let’s read and find out 
what happens when Lalin and her family go to the big parade!”
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Jump Rope Readers 
were created by a 
diverse group of 
authors and illustrators, 
many of whom are 
part of the same 
communities as the 
characters they’re 
depicting. Through this 
range of authorship and 
artistry, we have been 
able to infuse the books 
with authentic details 
that help the characters 
and their adventures 
feel true to life. 
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All of the letter-sound 
correspondences and 
high-frequency words 
contained in the book 
are listed. Bold print 
indicates content that is 
new, starting with this 
book. 
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Each book has three 
episodes or chapters.
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BelLivLalin

DadMom

Meet . . .

1

“The parade! The parade!”

says Lalin.

The Best Spot

1
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Readers can meet the 
main and secondary 
characters before the 
story begins.
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Vibrant illustrations 
throughout support 
understanding and 
conversation.
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“I will look for a spot!”

yells Liv.

She runs off

to pick the best spot.

32
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The Jump Rope Readers 
are written so that they 
make sense to kids. 
Each book features 
natural-sounding 
language and familiar 
vocabulary, which helps 
beginners comprehend. 
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Most researchers agree 
that if the majority of 
the words in a beginner 
book are phonetically 
regular, this will 
help kids develop 
strong decoding 
skills. Therefore, each 
Jump Rope Reader 
features a majority of 
phonetically regular 
words, providing 
students with lots 
of useful practice in 
sounding out. 



22 Jump Rope Readers   ◆  Series Overview

Mom and Dad set up camp.

Mom asks Bel to help.

But Bel just sits and pops gum.

54
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When kids open a book 
and see characters who 
look, live, or act like 
them, it helps them 
connect not only to the 
characters, but to the 
act of reading.
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Learning to read is 
hard work, and when 
kids are in the early 
stages, they need lots 
of practice to solidify 
their skills. If we want 
kids to put in the effort, 
we need to give them 
interesting books they’ll 
want to read—not just 
once but several times.
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“I can help!” Lalin says.

Mom and Dad grin.

Lalin sets up a jug

and a stack of cups.

76
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The pictures are 
intentionally focused 
on the main action 
to help beginners 
construct meaning.
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When new vocabulary 
is introduced, it’s done 
thoughtfully so that 
kids will have context 
clues available for 
figuring out what a 
word or phrase means. 
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“The parade will be fun!”  

says Lalin.

“It will be HOT,” says Bel.

“Well, we did get the best spot!”

says Liv.

98
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For beginner books, 
“instructive” means 
something specific—it 
means the books will 
help kids develop 
their word recognition 
skills. That is, their 
ability to sound out 
unfamiliar words, and 
to recognize familiar 
ones by sight.
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The Jump Rope Readers 
offer lots of practice 
with both aspects 
of word recognition: 
Kids will have many 
opportunities to 
sound out unfamiliar 
words, and they will 
have many repeat 
encounters with 
words they’ve seen 
before. As students 
repeatedly decode 
the same words, they 
will begin to recognize 
these familiar words 
more and more 
automatically.
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“But it is not the best spot

for me,” says Lalin.

“I can not see!” Dad lifts Lalin up.

1110
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Regular high-frequency 
words are introduced 
once we’ve introduced 
the letter-sounds 
necessary for decoding 
them. For example, once 
we’ve introduced the 
sounds for N, O, T, we 
introduce the word “not.”  
This enables kids to add 
these words to their 
sight vocabulary with 
minimal fuss, through 
decoding—the way they 
do with other regular 
words. 
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Each book features 
plenty of action, 
emotion, and humor, 
as well as engaging 
problems to be solved. 
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2

“Look!” says Lalin.

“I got the BEST spot . . .  

on top of Dad!” The parade kicks off!

The Red Costume

1312
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Since beginners are 
learning not just how 
to read, but what 
reading is really about, 
it’s important to give 
them comprehensible 
books that encourage 
and reward cognitive 
work—work such as 
predicting, thinking 
about characters, 
making inferences,  
and so on.
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Each book has a 
clear and predictable 
structure, which 
supports beginners’ 
understanding. In 
Set A books like The 
Big Parade, the books 
are divided into three 
episodes, each with 
a beginning, middle, 
and end. The episodes 
within a book can be 
read individually, but 
they’re also sequential, 
so kids can use what 
they learn in one 
episode to enhance 
their understanding 
of the next. Set B 
begins with “episode 
books,” but then later 
on introduces simple 
“chapter books,” each 
with three short 
chapters and an overall 
narrative arc.
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Bel jams, Liv hums,

and Lalin claps.

Mom and Dad tap, tap, tap.

“Look at the red costume!”  

Lalin yells.

“It looks like a big fan!”

1514
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“Dad, let me off,” says Lalin.

“So I can be in the parade!” Lalin slips past so she can see . . . 

1716
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Read the Rest of the Book . . .
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. . . the red costume!

Look at him spin!

And look!

Lalin is in the parade!

Me, me!
Toss me a hat!

1918
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“Look at the kid

in the hat!” Liv says.

“It is Lalin!”

Lalin gets back to  

Mom and Dad.

2120
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3

“I was in the parade!”  

Lalin says.

“Did you see?”

We can go to the big parade.

It is fun!

The Big Parade

2322
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Grab a spot to sit

so we can see it go past.

We can see a big band

of drums.

2524
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We can see flags flap. We can see kids spin.

2726
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He says, “Step, step, step!

Let’s go!”

And look!

We can see a man

on top of a big truck.

2928
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The sun will be hot,

so we can stop

and get a snack.

Yum!

Run, run, run!

Let’s get back to the parade.  

Be quick!

So we will not miss it!

3130
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. . .
Ask your reader some questions like . . .

. . .

Every year in New York City, there’s a famous 
parade called the West Indian Day Parade. 
Millions of people march down the street 
to show that they’re proud to be from 
Caribbean countries like Haiti, Jamaica, and 
Trinidad and Tobago.

At the parade, you will see colorful 
costumes covered with sparkles and 
feathers. You will hear music from the Caribbean, like soca, Kompa, and 
calypso. You will hear instruments like steel drums. You can sway your 
hips and move your feet to the rhythm!

If you’re hungry, you can stop at a food truck. A food truck is like a 
restaurant on wheels. You can walk right up to the window and order 
foods like jerk chicken, roti, and coconut bread. Yum!

THE WEST INDIAN 
DAY PARADE

• What happened in this book?

• Turn to page 10. Why wasn’t this 
a good spot for Lalin?

• How do you think Lalin felt when 
she was in the parade? Why?

• Would you want to go to a big 
parade? Why or why not?

Some of the yummiest food 
in New York City comes from 
food trucks.
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At the very end of each book, the “Learn about . . .” 
section explains interesting facts about a person, 
place, or thing that appeared in the book. 

The “Talk about . . .” section contains questions for 
checking comprehension or sparking conversation. 
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Read it!
Sound out the words  
and read them. 

Touch the letters  
and say the sounds.

Sound it!

. . .

Show your reader the cover and say, “This book is called The Big Parade. 
A parade is where people dance, march, and sing in a long line. Usually, 
you have a parade to celebrate something special. Do you see all the 
people marching in the parade? Look at the flags they’re waving! Let’s 
take a sneak peek and think about what might happen.” Turn the book 
over and read the blurb, or ask the child to. Invite the child to flip  
through the book and say what they think will happen.

“There are two story words in this book.” Point to the word parade  
on the cover. “The first word is parade. You say it! Point to parade and 
read it.”

Turn to page 13 and point to the word costume. “Here’s the second 
story word, costume. You say it! You can sound out the first part,  
/k/ /ŏ/ /s/ /t/ . . . cost. You try! Look at the beautiful costumes on this  
page. They are dressed up for the parade. Now, let’s read and find out 
what happens when Lalin and her family go to the big parade!”

beg

hen

be

he

a

ss

zz

x

i

ff

qu

u

Read the rhyme two times.

I am me,

and he is Ted.

“Can we be best pals?” he said.

Read the words and pick the one that matches the picture.

wet

we

mess

me

Read it!

pack quack

Read the words. Think of a new word that rhymes.
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 1 Lalin at the Market

 2 The Big Parade

 3 Let’s Cook

 4 It’s Grann!

 5 Lalin’s Sleepover

Blue

BBOOKOOK

22

The Big Parade

CV words with -e

22

Lalin is at a big parade.

And look! Lalin is IN  

the big parade!

by Arlène Elizabeth Casimir • illustrated by Helen Flook

Lucy Calkins and Michael Rae-Grant, Series Editors

The Big Parade
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Varied activities provide additional practice 
with new letter-sound correspondences and 
phonics concepts.

The back cover blurb offers more reading practice and 
an overall sense of what the book is about.

Each classroom set includes several series that each span 
five or six books.

New letter-sound correspondences or phonics concepts 
are highlighted. Usually, only one or two are introduced 
at a time. 
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Use with the Units of Study
The Jump Rope Readers were created by a team of writers and editors who also contributed to 

the Units of Study in Reading and the Units of Study in Phonics—and the books are an important 

resource for those series. However, the books can be used to supplement a range of reading pro-

grams as engaging material for whole class lessons, small group work, or independent practice.

UnitsofStudy.com   |   P  800.225.5800   |   F  877.231.6980

Who Are the Jump Rope Readers Written For?

Use with Any Reading/Phonics Series
Like all decodable books, the Jump Rope Readers start off simple, then 

gradually grow in complexity as more phonics content is added. While the 

books follow a scope and sequence that aligns with the phonics progres-

sion behind the Units of Study—CVC words, blends and digraphs, silent 

E, vowel teams, R-controlled vowels, diphthongs, multisyllabic words—this 

same progression, or one quite similar to it, informs most phonics pro-

grams. Therefore, teachers in many classrooms will find the Jump Rope 

Readers a welcome addition to their libraries.
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