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Chapter One

S

The Mind Reader

s Saturn
un?” asks Ms.

s, it has those
s definitely my

“Arun, did you
almost 30 years t
Deng. “Isnf that a
beautiful
tavorite plane

est friend, Marisa. “She

s the third time Ms. Deng read
y mind today. We just learned that it
tak

arth one year to circle the sun. I was
ering how long it takes Saturn when she
answered my question before I asked!







“Maybe she just wants you to stop
staring out the window and pay attentio

Whispers Marisa.

Marisa is really smart. She can expla
almost anything. But this timg, I think sh
1S wrong.,

“OK, class,” says Ms
your teams to work o
projects. I can't



Space Day was Ms. Deng’s idea. We'll be
making projects about space that will be

bring pieces of Mars back to
them. I just want to live gmgz

D







“Ms. Deng knows so much about space.
It’s like she has been there,” I say. A sc
thought hits me. “What if she is an
who can read minds?P”

S,

“What?” Marisa asks.

arisa can finish, Ms. Deng comes
us. She says, “How would the

p presents my favorite planet.”



Marisa’s eyes go wide. She doesn’t answaep,

so I answer for us. “Sure, Ms. Deng.
sounds fun.”

“Great!” says Ms. Deng, and she walks
to another group of students.

I



I turn to Marisa. “Everything OK?”

“A painting of Saturn was my idea.”
looks scared. “She...she read my min




Chapter Two

S

In Search o

1€

Marisa and I h
school. We flip t after book
about aliens, UFOs istawit galaxies. I
’ led dark matter.

rary after

bé. Or they are shape-shitters who
loo

e humans.” She holds up a book with
cture of an alien putting on a human skin
like it’s a coat.
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“Gross!” I yell.

The librarian gives me a mean star
does the man sitting across from us.
they are alien spies, too? Do they know
Deng? What if Space Day is
to hide an alien invasion?

Marisa taps me. “A @ kI
right one.” She holds upga 00k titled How to

Detect Aliens. \
— __ : R \ —

-
_‘-




We start reading about a test you can d
to find out if someone is an alien. I ke

y

eye on the librarian and the man, to e

can’t let them know our plan.

And we definitely have a pl




Chapter Three

&<

The Gr

Exper L

isa and I set up
book says that

ar. They cant even

The next day at
the grand i

efore school starts,
y classroom with a bag
whole bunch of it under

afisa’keeps watch to make sure nobody
in. I even pour a little sugar in my
smates’ desks in case any of them are
aliens wearing kid skins. Eek!
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Marisa and I high-five each other. The
trap is set!

During class, I pay close attention t
Ms. Deng. But nothing happens. She se
the same, except she still kno
much about space to be aJammmar®
know Saturn has 82 mg ‘
with the most moons Ytour
Crazy stuff.
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Chapter Four

Space

It’s Space Day.
into the gym with

lows Ms. Deng
rojects. Our
K, but I'm

painting of Saturn

ou










We put our painting on display and che

out the other kids” projects. We learn
many cool things!

We walk over to our classmate David.
“Did you know that Earth is j
right distance from the sya

’ @ |
“That’s why the ]

‘Goldilocks eadler I haven't

survive?” he asks. “It

too cold.”

hepe they can survive?” I whisper.

be we should ask Ms. Deng and get
ruth,” Marisa suggests. She is so brave.
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I look around. “Wait, where is Ms. De
I don't see her anywhere. “Oh no! She
be getting ready for the invasion!”

Marisa and I hold hands. “OK, Arun, 1
run as fast as we can, maybe an make i

to the door,” she says.




I nod. We both take a deep breath and
get ready.

Just then, the gym doors swing ope
Ms. Deng enters with a stranger. Is it
another alien?



“Students,” calls Ms. Deng, “please gat
around. I'd like you to meet Ms. Gale

Marisa and I turn to eaglmeth

friend is an astronaut™4 @




“Wow, Ms. Deng isn’t an alien! She jus

really, really loves space,” I say.

We both run to meet Ms. Walker.
probably wants to ask if our moon is the
what? T

as Saturn’s moons. And you
think that’s my question, tg

-
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