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Chapter One
O

A Visit to th

ark could cheer
other had gone

Not even a tri
up Nadia today.

ed like he may have agreed, but

tle sister, Tashi, chimed in.
e me, too!”

“Us, too!” Zena and Oleg said together.
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They always wanted to do what Nadia dj

Father shook his head. “The trip is
for work. We would not be able to loo
after you.”

“We need you to stay home

brother and sisters saQr

ep your
toley Nadia.




Nadia did not like their answers. But t
left right after breakfast this morning.
she was with her siblings at the art p

The art park always made Nadia forge
troubles. She loved to be sur
in nature. But today, it wasgmz

much older than her sik @
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“That one looks like a brain!” Oleg lau
and pointed at a sculpture.

“It does not! It looks like a cloud!”
argued.

Nadia felt weighed down b
siblings. I wish I could
myself, she thought.

ounger



Chapter Two

o’
Nadia the S

When they got
in the kitchen.

“After
became ill.

rnifg, Mother
r home to rest in

re it gets cold.”

upstairs to give Mother the tea.
adi

ad an idea.
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With Mother home, I don’t need to wat
my siblings, she thought.

She slipped outside, opened the car
and climbed in the back. Quietly, she

covered herself with a blanke

directions.

S
She s
d tr
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Nadia hid until Father stopped the car
again. She heard him get out and pull
from the trunk. She heard him walk

Nadia waited. Then, she got out, too.
saw a beautiful building. It h
domes on top.

olorful



Chapter Three

16









The building was colortul inside, too.
Nadia walked all around. Tt was fun to
explore. She felt like she was in a ma

“This is fun!” Nadia said. But no one

answered. The people aroundgher were w1
their own families.




On her way out of the church, she saw
a small shop. There was a nesting doll i
the window. Each doll made her thii. ' of
a member of her family. The largest was
Father. Then, there was Motb=r. Next wer:
Tashi, Zena, and Oleg. But thei« was no doll
for Nadia.

She was alone.




“T wish Tashi came with me to Moscow,”
Nadia said quietly. “Zena and Oleg, toc
They would have loved the sights.”

It is easier to be by myself, she thought.
But it is more fun to have thei. with me.




Chapter Four

things to see
she wanted

@blanket. Soon, Father came back
ar and saw her sitting there.

adia, what on Earth are you doing here?”
he exclaimed.

22






“I wanted to see the city, so I snuck in

the car when you gave Mother her tea.
seeing the sights wasn't fun all alone.
missed my family,” Nadia answered.

“That was a very dangerous®@hoice! You

must not sneak around like




“I know, Father. It won't happen again.

others ruined my chance,” said Nadi

“A place is only as fun as the people yo
share it with. Come, let’s go
must be worried,” Father sai







Her father started the car. They began
drive home. Soon, Nadia was asleep.

Nadia dreamed of colorful artwork.
dreamed of nesting dolls. She dreamed
home.

When she woke up, s
house was not big, a
But Nadia thoughtgit
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